
Teaming with Tanzania was established to develop a long-term partnership
between the Alabama-West Florida Conference and the United Methodist
Church of Tanzania. This partnership of discipleship and shared ministry

supports church growth, capacity development, and education.

Bible Study



P R E P A C K A G E D  F A I T H
Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference Bishop in Residence
Reverend Eric Soard, Executive Director of Wesley College Foundation

2  K I N G S  2 :  1 - 1 4

Bible Study



1 / W A T C H  V I D E O
Can you relate to Rev. Soard's story of his faith upbringing?

When did your faith become your own?

When do you remember first asking questions of your faith?

In your own words, what is a discipleship process? 
Rev. Soard talks about the strength of the Tanzanian discipleship process.

P R E P A C K A G E D  F A I T H

What must Elisha have felt when Elijah asked, “Tell me what I may do for you, before
I am taken from you?”

Have you ever asked another person for “a double share of their spirit” or a “double
portion of their faith”?

In vs. 14, Elisha “took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the
water.” You might see this as an act of faith, or as a test. Whatever the case, Elisha’s
faith led him to take up the mantle of his mentor and strike the water. What happened
was a miracle and testament to his faith. He received the double portion.

"We don't need a prepackage faith, but rather we need
 a faith that that is raw and alive 

and ready to be consumed."
- Rev. Eric Soard

2 / R E A D
2  K I N G S  2 : 1 - 1 4



What rivers might we need to cross to learn something
new?

Have you ever asked another person to mentor you?

Where would you like to grow in your faith? 

Rev. Soard talked about a man who crossed physical rivers to
learn more about his faith.

Rev. Soard said that, “Maybe what we need is to rekindle a
desire to be mentored and discipled and be willing to spend
our time and energy and effort to find the people who can
help us grow.” We are never too old to learn something new.

Pray for the people who have mentored you in your life.
Pray for the people around you that you have a chance to mentor. 

Pray for space to learn something new and for a mentor
to help guide and direct your path.

Pray for those in Tanzania seeking to learn and grow deeper in their faith.

As Christians, we are not just called to believe, we are called to pick up the mantle of
our faith and witness to those around us.

Jesus, prior to his ascension, told his disciples that they were to be “witnesses of all
these things.” 

Rev. Soard talked about the strength of not having a prepackaged faith. He said that for
discipleship to take place, all we really need are two people, one a spiritually mature
Christian willing to open up their life to someone else and another who is hungry
enough to pursue the knowledge that they have gained.

WHO HAS MENTORED YOU IN YOUR FAITH?

3 / R E A D  L U K E  2 4 : 4 8 - 5 3



T H E  V A L U E  O F  E D U C A T I O N
Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Lentz, Minister of Port St. Joe UMC
Reverend Bonface Wanyama, Head of the Department of Theology for
Wesley College and Pastor of City Center UMC

ACTS 7:22

Bible Study



What do you value? As a group, spend a minute creating a list of your values.

We often can see what we value based on how we spend our time and resources.
If asked this way, would education make the top of our list?

1/WATCH VIDEO

T H E  V A L U E  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Rev. Wanyama doesn’t say that education is not valued by the Tanzanian people.
Instead, he says that there are “More urgent issues" that "occupy the attention of
the people.” In his experience growing up in what he calls a “typical African rural
city,” the expectations for the boys are to care for the livestock and for the girls

to prepare the food. Feeding the family is one of the most important issues facing
Tanzanian family members. 

Have you ever had to convince someone of the importance of education? If so, please
tell us about that experience.

As the Head of Theology School at Wesley College, Rev. Wanyama works to educate
young people on the importance of education, in particular, theological education for
pastors.

“Education gives someone confidence to do things that he or
she never imagined. Education, for me, is a game changer.”

- Rev. Bonface Wanyama

2/SHIFT PERSPECTIVE



Has your group ever considered ways to support education efforts outside of the
United States?

Rev. Wanyama’s education was made possible through a scholarship from the General
Board of Global Ministries.

HOW HAS YOUR EDUCATION 
CHANGED YOUR LIFE?

The General Board of Global Ministries supports education efforts around the globe.
Take some time with your group to find out more about the work of Wesley
College: www.wesleycollegetzfoundation.com

"Education is a foundational piece of Methodist mission and has continued to be a way
to improve individual lives, foster religious transformation, and be of service to the
world. Global Ministries helps to facilitate the education and training of mission
partners whose subsequent work will have the most direct and positive impact on the
communities from which they come.” - GBGM Website

To learn more, visit: https://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/our-work/education

Rev. Wanyama asks us to consider the question, “How is Moses able to accomplish such
a great ministry in his life?” Through a twist of fate, Moses was given the gift of
education at an early age that made a difference in his life.

Pray for for those living in places where there 
are more urgent needs than education.

Pray for the students in need of teachers.
Pray for the teachers with a lack of resources.
Please pray for Wesley College and Tanzania.

Moses was able to accomplish what he did because of his training.

3/READ ACTS 7:22



L E T  T H E  L I T T L E  C H I L D R E N  C O M E
Lisa Bond, Director of Children and Adult Discipleship, First UMC Pensacola
Anna Migera, Theology Student at Wesley College ’20 and Lay Leader 
for City Center UMC

LUKE 18:15-17
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Mrs. Migera is a student at Wesley College and the supervisor at Angel’s House
Orphanage. In October 2019, a team from the AWF Conference traveled to Tanzania
to train church leaders and develop children’s programming for newly forming
Tanzania churches. Mrs. Migera attended the programs in Tanzania and it is clear
that the team from the U.S. learned as much from Mrs. Migera as they were prepared
to teach.

1/READ LUKE 18:15-17

LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME

2/WATCH VIDEO

“If we don’t disciple our children, the world will.”
- Anna Migera

What have you learned from Mrs. Migera?

What do the scriptures say about teaching children?

What does Moses tell Israel in Deuteronomy 11:19?

What are Solomon’s words of advice regarding children
in Proverbs 22:6?

At the age of 13, Mrs. Migera sought out the church as a refuge to escape the horror of
female circumcision. At the age of 24, Mrs. Migera became a mom to 30 orphaned
children. She admits that this wasn’t easy, but that she was able to do this through
praying to God for wisdom and creativity to raise all of the children. She said that with
God’s grace and by the help of the Holy Spirit, she was able to start a devotional time
for her kids, “hungry to learn.”



How can your church create space for children and young teens who are facing
difficult circumstances? 

How can we be better listeners to our children and youth?

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED THE 
ROLE OF CHILDREN IN EVANGELISM?

Pray for the children of Tanzania and for their parents, 
children’s leaders, clergy...all who will help them grow in their faith.  
Pray for David Jeremia, the Tanzania Conference Children’s leader,
that God will continue to give him energy, direction and  provision.
Pray for the ongoing training possibilities and for ways God wishes

for us to support these children’s programs. 
Pray God’s hand on all future trips and those He calls to go.

What are some of the things the world will teach our children, if we do not?

Have you considered your role in disciplining children within your congregation?

In October 2019, the Teaming with Tanzania Initiative engaged a team of ten made up
of clergy, children’s ministry leaders and lay people to partner with twenty-four
children’s ministry leaders in the Tanzania Conference. Children’s ministry leaders
participated in a four day workshop developed to encourage, instruct and empower
them for their work in the churches of Tanzania. From this came the designation of a
Children’s Leader for the Tanzania Conference, David Jeremia. Mr. Jeremia continues
the work of children’s ministry with the continued ongoing support of the leaders in
Tanzania as well as the October training team. The initial plan involved a total of three
workshops in 2019-2020. The second workshop was scheduled for April 2020, but due
to COVID-19, was cancelled. This trip will be rescheduled as soon as it is safe to return
with a third one following. Beyond participating in future trips, there are several
opportunities to link with children’s leaders in Tanzania, to offer materials, or assist
with training.



A MEANS OF GRACE
Reverend Allen Newton, Minister of Destin UMC
Reverend Fernando Matsimbe, UMC Church Planting and 
Discipleship Training Missionary

ROMANS 10:11-15

Bible Study



How has the “vital web of interactive relationships” of the church served as a means
of grace in your life?

Our Book of Discipline states: Connectionalism in the United Methodist tradition is
multi-leveled, global in scope, and local in thrust. Our connectionalism is not merely a
linking of one charge conference to another. It is rather a vital web of interactive
relationships. We are connected by sharing a common tradition of faith, including Our
Doctrinal Standards and General Rules (¶ 104); by sharing together a constitutional
polity, including a leadership of general superintendency; by sharing a common
mission, which we seek to carry out by working together in and through conferences
that reflect the inclusive and missional character of our fellowship; by sharing a
common ethos that characterizes our distinctive way of doing things. (¶ 132)

We, as United Methodists, believe that connecting with believers around the globe is a
means of grace, in which we may experience the preventing, justifying, and sanctifying
grace of God.

1/CONNECTIONALISM

A MEANS OF GRACE

2/READ ROMANS 10:11-15
What do these verses teach us about God?

How do these verses impact the way we approach
local and global ministries?

“There is no way to hide the light.”
- Rev. Fernando Matsimbe



Rev. Matsimbe reminds us that belief is the foundation of our faith and that those who
receive life in faith become children of God. As children of God, we are all connected as
brothers and sisters in Christ. Our shared faith connects us spiritually wherever we may
find ourselves physically present.

Have you ever considered the ways that God
has blessed your life, not so that you may
benefit, but so that others may be blessed
through you?

When have you felt sent to “bring good news”?

In our first video, Rev. Soard reminded us that we
are all called to the ministry of evangelism. Rev.
Matsimbe takes this call a step further when he
says that we, like Abraham, are blessed to be a
blessing.

Rev. Matsimbe uses the mandate in Matthew 28 to remind us that we, as Christians, are
all called to proclaim the good news of our faith.

AFTER VIEWING THIS SERIES OF VIDEOS,
HOW DO YOU FEEL CALLED TO CONNECT

WITH UNITED METHODISTS IN TANZANIA TO
“MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS”?

3/REFLECT

Pray for God to reveal new ways that you and your church 
may connect with the ongoing ministries in Tanzania. 

Please pray for the country, people, and churches of Tanzania.
Pray that God would open new doors and fresh ways to serve

your local community through outreach and missions.



Visit the Teaming with Tanzania page on the AWF Conference website 
and click "How to Participate": https://www.awfumc.org/tanzania

Find out more about Wesley College: www.wesleycollegetzfoundation.com

Learn more about connecting with children's ministry in Tanzania,
contact Lisa Bond: lbond@fumcpensacola.com

Connect with the Teaming with Tanzania Area Champion in your district:
https://www.awfumc.org/areachampions

Give to Tanzania: https://awf-reg.brtapp.com/GivetoTanzania
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE


