
A Remembrance Prayer by Rev. Craig Carter of Lynn Haven United Methodist Church 
 
O Lord our God, you are our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. You 
have confirmed the truth of Your Word to our brothers and sisters recovering from the ravages of 
Hurricane Michael. Over the past year you have demonstrated your lovingkindness through Your 
divine protection and provision. We thank You for the ways in which You have used this tragedy 
to accomplish Your divine will – bringing hope to the hopeless and help to the helpless. This 
tragic event has brought believers together from all walks of life and we have seen Your grace 
revealed through the goodness and generosity of Your people, especially the people called 
Methodists.  
 
Today we pray for those who are still suffering and seeking to rebuild their lives. We ask for 
You to provide shelter for those who are displaced or living in homes in disrepair. We seek Your 
aid for congregations who do not have a permanent place to worship. We plead for Your Holy 
Spirit to bring comfort to those who have fear, anxiety, and grief over their troubling 
circumstances.  
 
Help all of us to learn the valuable lesson learned by our fellow believers on the Gulf Coast who 
have seen their church property damaged or destroyed, yet have carried on the work of Christ. 
The Church is more than a building. The Church is wherever Your people are living out their 
calling to be the Body of Christ. Empowered by Your Holy Spirit, we have witnessed decimated 
congregations continue Jesus’ ministry by giving aid to the poor, lending a helping hand to their 
neighbors, and extending love and compassion to strangers. Teach us to reach beyond our church 
walls and truly live life on mission in our community and world. 
 
As our friends continue to recover and rebuild, give them grace to carry on and give them hope 
for the future. We ask all these things in the name of the One who is our Living Hope, Jesus 
Christ. In Him, by Him, and through Him we find abundant and eternal life. Amen.  
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