
A Resolution Calling for Death Penalty Reform in Florida 

“Whoever is without sin among you, let him be the first to cast a stone.”(John 8:7) 

WHEREAS, Jesus made it clear with this statement that no one has the moral authority to condemn a 
fellow human to death, and 

WHEREAS, Florida has executed 92 people since 1979 (17 since 2013) and currently holds 389 
people who have been condemned to death, the second highest number of inmates on death row in 
the United States, and 

WHEREAS, many of the defendants receiving death sentences are low-income and cannot afford 
attorneys with experience in capital cases, and  

WHEREAS, twenty-six inmates on Florida’s Death Row have been exonerated since 1973, and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States has recently ruled that Florida’s capital case 
sentencing process is unconstitutional (Hurst v Florida), and 

WHEREAS, enforcing the death penalty costs Florida $51 million a year above what it would cost to 
punish all first-degree murderers with life in prison without parole, and 

WHEREAS The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church states in Social Principle 161 J that 
“the beginning of life and the ending of life are the God-given boundaries of human existence,” and 

WHEREAS, Social Principle 164 G states that “we believe in the resurrection of Christ and that the 
possibility of reconciliation with Christ comes though repentance,” and that, “this gift of reconciliation is 
offered to all individuals without exception and gives all life new dignity and sacredness,” and “for this 
reason, we oppose the death penalty and urge its elimination from all criminal codes,” and 

WHEREAS, the Book of Resolutions #5035 approved by the 2012 General Conference states that 
“the United Methodist Church cannot accept retribution or social vengeance as a reason for taking 
human life. It violates our deepest belief in God as the Creator and the Redeemer of humankind. In 
this respect, there can be no assertion that human life can be taken humanely by the state. Indeed, in 
the long run, the use of the death penalty by the state will increase the acceptance of revenge in our 
society and will give official sanction to a climate of violence,”  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, in the love of Christ, who preached nonviolence in all human interaction, calls for a 
moratorium on all state executions, and 

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that United Methodists in the Alabama-West Florida Conference 
who are residents of Florida be encouraged to contact their state legislators and urge this and other 
reforms to Florida’s death penalty laws, and 

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Governor of Florida 
and every member of the Florida State Legislature. 

 

Submitted by: Alabama West Florida Conference Board of Church and Society.  
Additional signers: Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Lentz, Rev. Samantha Lewis, Rev. Dr. Darren McClellan,  
Rev. Neil McDavid, Rev. Ashley Wilkinson Meyer, Rev. Amy Persons Parkes, Rev. Jean Tippit,  
Rev. Dr. Wesley Wachob 


