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What We Need Are Some ‘PUSHy’ People 

 
Our study group at church is reading The Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living as if He 

Doesn’t Exist by Craig Groeschel. In this very readable and often humorous book, Groeschel 

challenges Christians to strengthen their faith in God in a dozen ways to make their lives match 

their beliefs. 

 

     His chapter on prayer hit home with me. How often have we decided to pursue some goal 

and just started working toward it without asking God for his input? Groeschel admits that he 

sometimes ignored God in his work as a minister until he began practicing the acronym PUSH: 

Pray until something happens. But he cautions that our prayers may be unanswered if our lives 

don’t reflect our prayers in four important ways:  

 

1)  In Mark 11:25, Jesus tells us “. . . if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so 

that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” In other words, how can we love God if 

we do not love his children? And if we don’t love God, how can we pray to him?  

 

2) “When you ask, you do not receive because you ask with wrong motives (James 4:3).” 

When we pray, we must examine our desires. Are we being self-centered? Are we praying 

simply for what benefits us, not anyone else?  

 

3) In James 5:16, we read, “The prayer of the righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

How we live affects our prayer life and vice versa. If we expect Jesus to answer our prayers, we 

must declare his centrality in our lives. 

 

4) Finally, Groeschel points to our faith as a key ingredient in the effectiveness of our 

prayers. How and why do we pray if we have no faith that God will answer us?  

 

      Prayer: Dear God, forgive us for failing to come to you, our friend and Savior. Help us to 

forgive others as you have forgiven us; to think of others, not just ourselves, in our prayers; 

to live lives of dedication to you; and to strengthen our faith in you as we become closer to 

you in our prayer lives. AMEN  

 



 
 

 

The UMM of Andalusia FUMC dedicated a U. S. flag to first responders in their community as 

part of their 911 observance. The flag will be among the 70 the church displays on its grounds 

on patriotic holidays. The group has also sold over 80 more flags to the city and other churches 

for display on those holidays. Holding the flag is John Howard, the unit’s flag chair. Also in the 

picture are representatives of the city’s police and fire departments and the county sheriff’s 

department. Last year, the unit presented copies of Strength for Service to members of the same 

groups. 
 

 

AWFC UMM in National and Regional News 
 

Have you seen the picture above somewhere else? If you visit the website of the Southeast 

Jurisdiction UMM (www.sejumm.org), you probably have since it is at the top of the homepage. 

Didn’t know UMM of SEJ had a website? Didn’t know there was such a thing as UMM of SEJ? 

Now you know. SEJUMM is one of the largest and most active of the six jurisdictions of 

UMM, and we are part of  it.  The team that operates the website would be proud to tell 

everyone else about what your unit or church has done. All you have to do is send them a 

picture and/or article about your activities and accomplishments. Not only does such publicity 

honor your work, but it also gives other groups ideas about how they can expand their 

ministries.  

 

     Do you read the quarterly UMM Magazine published by the General Commission on United 

Methodist Men? The above picture will be in its January edition. Editor Rich Peck would love 

to tell other men what you’re doing. Send your submissions to Rich Peck, P. O. Box 340006, 

Nashville, TN 37203-0006 or rpeck@gcumm.org. If you have Scouting news, send it to Larry 

Coppock, OCYSA, P. O. Box 340006, Nashville, TN 37203-0006 or lcoppock@gcumm.org.  

 

    The fall edition of UMM Magazine contained three stories about Montgomery area churches 

and their work: one about the 16 churches who participated in the Great Day of Sharing; one 

about the Blessing of the Bikes at Frazer UMC; and one about Troop 8 of St. James UMC 

honoring their outgoing minister, Dr. Lester Spencer, for his support of Scouting.  
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    With a picture and a paragraph, you can let the rest of the world know what your UMM and 

church are doing. And if you’re not doing anything, visit SEJUMM.org and read UMM 

Magazine to find inspiration for your unit. 

 

 

 
 

Don Harman of Christ UMC has been named the new president of the Mobile District of UMM, 

succeeding Craig Hall. The Mobile District and AWFC UMM owe a great debt of gratitude to 

Craig for his dedication and years of service to UMM, both on the conference and district level. 

Harman is a lay speaker and member of Christ United Methodist Church.  

 

Come to the Jamboree 
 

Boy Scouts of America is looking for a few good men to serve as chaplains and adult volunteer 

leaders to serve during the BSA National Scout Jamboree July 15-24, 2013. Chaplains should 

be UM pastors, active or retired. Volunteer leaders should be scouting ministry specialists. For 

more information, call Larry Coppock, National Director of Scouting Ministries, at 615-620-

7261, or email Larry at lcoppock@gcumm.org. If you would like to volunteer but are not a 

scouting ministry specialist, you have time to become one before the jamboree. Just ask Larry 

how to do that. 

 

AWFC Leading Conferences in Support  

For National Projects 

 
Thanks to your generous support of the AWFC UMM, we are among the leaders in support of a 

number of GCUMM projects. This year alone, AWFC has given $1,600 to three different 

national projects.  

 

      Topping the list of ministries we support is the Upper Room Living Prayer 

Center. This year we sent $1,000, one seventh of the total of $7,000 contributed by conferences 

according to a recent GCUMM newsletter.  Last year, AWFC led all conferences in giving by 
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contributing over $4,000 to the prayer line. In addition to supporting the national prayer line 

financially, at least six churches in the conference answer the prayer line. If you want to learn 

more about the Upper Room Living Prayer Center and how your unit and church can 

participate, check out their website: www.upperroom.org.  

 

      AWFC also gave nearly one-fourth of the total GCUMM raised for a special Stop Hunger 

Now project at the World Methodist Conference in Durban, South Africa. In March, the 

National Association of Conference Presidents voted to support the project by asking each of 

the 51 conferences contributing $200. Realizing that some conferences would not contribute, 

AWFC gave $400. Unfortunately, fewer than ten conferences participated, and GCUMM was 

able to give only $1,700, not the $10,000 we had pledged. For more information about Stop 

Hunger Now, visit their website: www.stophungernow.org.  

 

      In addition to supporting these two ministries, the AWFC bought a brick paver to be placed 

in front of the GCUMM headquarters in Nashville. Our $200 contribution will support 

ministries and pay for the brick, on which will be inscribed “Alabama-West Florida United 

Methodist Men.”  

 

To learn more about what GCUMM does, visit their website: www.gcumm.org.  

 

      You may wonder where the $1,600 we have contributed comes from. 

It comes from three sources: 

1) The majority comes from proceeds from our annual advance. 

2) Some comes from the conference share of EMS, Legacy, and Wesley 

Circuit Rider individual gifts to the GCUMM. 

3) Some, particularly the money for the Upper Room Living Prayer Center, 

comes from individual contributions from units made directly to the  

conference UMM fund. 

 

Buskirk to Headline Annual Advance 

 
Rev. Chris Buskirk, pastor of Abiding Harvest UMC in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, will be the 

keynote speaker at the annual UMM Advance on April 20-21 at Blue Lake. Chris, the son of 

well-known evangelist Jimmy Buskirk, has spoken to the men of AWFC in the past, sharing the 

pulpit with his father. 

 

      Abiding Harvest UMC is a unique church built around small-group worship, study, and 

ministry. Chris will share how his church works with individuals and small groups to strength 

their commitments to Christ.  Look for more information and registration forms in January. 
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What is Your Unit Doing? 

 
When you saw the picture at the top of this newsletter, did you think, “My unit is doing things 

like that. Why don’t we get any publicity?” The simple answer is we don’t know what your 

group is doing unless you tell us.  

 

   If your group is doing something that deserves publicizing, email us at 

johnboy@andycable.com and contact SEJUMM and UMM Magazine (see their websites and 

email addresses above). We want others to know about what you are doing so that they can 

appreciate you and imitate you. 

 

Local Presidents: Please forward this newsletter to all members of your UMM unit. 

Thank you.  
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