
Minutes for Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference’s Board of Higher Education and Campus 

Ministry (BHECM) which met on November 1, 2012 at 10 AM at the offices of the Wesley Foundation 

at Tuskegee University, Tuskegee, AL 

Members present: Sheila Bates, Rob Couch (chair), David Goolsby, Scott Hohn, Meghan Kelley, and 

Kathy McMaken.  

Couch called the meeting to order and shared a devotional on 1st Sam 8 and opened with prayer. 

Hohn presented the minutes from the Aug. 30, 2012 and the revised BHECM guidelines with changes 

that were discussed and approved during the August meeting. Goolsby moved to accept the minutes. 

Kelley seconded, and the board unanimously approved the minutes. Kelley moved acceptance of the 

revised guidelines as presented by Hohn. McMaken seconded, and the board unanimously approved 

the revised guidelines. 

Couch is recommending revising the campus ministry guidelines for the various Wesley Foundation 

boards, and the BHECM will discuss this at a future meeting. 

Hohn will get a financial report and email it to members.  

Bates informed the board that the campus ministers met recently at Evergreen and discussed which 

reports the campus ministers felt were needed and not needed with the goal of reducing unnecessary 

paperwork. Bates reported that the campus ministers wanted to fill out their reports in January. The 

BHECM discussed whether the quadrennial reported was needed or not needed (the quadrennial report 

is completed every four years and also during the second year of a new director’s campus ministry). 

Bates agreed to send the board a digital copy of the quadrennial report. Bates made the motion to 

temporarily suspend the requirement for the Wesley Foundations to send in the quadrennial report in 

2013, and she will present at next board meeting the recommendation from the campus ministers on 

how the board can reduce their paper work. McMaken seconded the motion, and the board 

unanimously approved the motion. 

Couch presented suggestions for the BHECM’s vision for campus ministries. He shared information 

about what higher education institutions existed within the Annual Conference and the number of 

students enrolled in these various schools. The BHECM discussed where best to allocate its resources 

Bates reported a conversation she had with Rev. Ron Ball, the District Superintendent of the 

Montgomery-Opelika District, about the possibility of starting a campus church at Tuskegee First UMC or 

at a location between Tuskegee and Auburn so that the campus church could reach students at both 

Auburn and Tuskegee and possible be a multi-campus church, and have worship services on Sunday 

morning.. 

The BHECM discussed the possibility of training local churches in how they can be in ministry with and 

for college students in their communities.  Couch shared the need to identify what local churches are 

already engaged in ministry with college students and what the interest was among local churches to 

pursue ministry with college students. The BHECM needs information on how many lay and clergy 



people are involved and interested in ministry with college students. The Board needs to learn the 

following: What staff persons in the AL-WF conference’s churches have ministry with college students in 

their job descriptions? Are there any lay or clergy persons now doing ministry with college students? Are 

there any persons with a passion for ministry with college students?” The following board members will 

get contact information in the following districts: Kelley-Dothan, McMaken-Bay Pines and Mobile, 

Hohn-Demopolis, Couch-Prattville, Bates-Montgomery-Opelika. The board will request that Rev. Steve 

Stuart get information for the Pensacola and Marianna/Panama City District. 

The BHECM broke for lunch and during lunch Mr. Tony Haygood, a community leader presented an oral 

report about how the Tuskegee Wesley Foundation maintained a community park and garden.  

After lunch, Bates gave a report about the ministry at Tuskegee Wesley Foundation. 

The BHECM discussed their budget request to the Council on Finance and Administration for 2014. 

McMaken made the motion to request to maintain the current budget for BHECM in 2014 and Bates 

seconded, and the board unanimously approved this motion. The BHECM discussed how to allocate 

their funds. Hohn made motion to keep allocations unchanged but with the option that the board can 

revisit and revise its funding allocation at a future meeting. Bates seconded, and the board 

unanimously approved the motion.  

David raised the question of whether the board needed to change which board member was the liaison 

with The Wesley Foundation at Alabama State University board. Bates, the current liaison with ASU’s 

Wesley Foundation, affirmed that it would be better if another board member was the liaison with 

ASU’s Wesley Foundation. Hohn made the motion to change the liaisons as follows: Goolsby to ASU, 

Couch to Tuskegee, and Bates to Auburn. McMaken seconded the motion, and the board unanimously 

approved these changes. Couch will send a letter to the appropriate boards notifying the Wesley 

Foundations whose liaisons have changed. 

 

The next BHECM meeting is scheduled for January 31, 2013 at Troy. Troy University’s Wesley 

Foundation needs board training. Kelley will check with the Troy Wesley Foundation to confirm whether 

they will be able to do the training on this date.   

Meeting adjourned. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

Scott Hohn, 

Secretary. 

 


