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The minutes for the Alabama-West Florida Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry (BHECM) 

meeting which was held on February 7, 2013 at 10 AM at the Troy University Wesley Foundation: 

Board members present: Sheila Bates, Rob Couch (chair), David Goolsby, Bill Hamilton, Scott Hohn, 

Meghan Kelley, Kathy McMaken, Brian Miller. 

In addition to the board members, the following campus ministers were also present: Elaine Brown 

(Troy), Jack Hinnen (Birmingham-Southern), Johnny Peters (USA), Brian Smith (Huntingdon), Charity 

Starr (ASU), Gillian Lisenby Walters (UWA), Stuart Worth (UWF). 

Couch invited board members and campus ministers to introduce themselves. He then shared a 

devotion with the group. 

The board and the campus ministers listened to reports that were shared by the following campus 

ministers: Brown gave a report on Troy. Walters gave a report on UWA, Starr gave a report on ASU, 

Bates gave a report on Tuskegee, Worth gave a report on UWF,  

The board and campus ministers took a break for lunch. Then during lunch, the board and campus 

ministers listened to the following reports: Smith gave a report on Huntingdon, Hinnen gave a report on 

Birmingham-Southern, Peters gave a report on USA, and Goolsby gave a report on Auburn. 

After the reports were given: Couch asked the campus ministers if there was anything that the BHECM 

could do for them and their ministries. Hinnen wanted help in building the relationship between 

Birmingham-Southern and local UM congregations. Peters asked if the board could facilitate better 

communication between campus ministers. Couch asked for campus ministries to put board members 

on their email lists for newsletters and communication information. 

Couch shared that the BHECM will continue with the same funding from the Annual Conference in 2014. 

He encouraged campus ministers to make available videos about testimonies from students. He 

encouraged Wesley directors to think in terms of abundance and not scarcity and not to be afraid to 

invest resources and money in ways that will reach students. 

Worth asked the board to help communicate to youth ministries that there are Wesley Foundations and 

United Methodist Campus Ministries. Worth talked about the possibility of developing a poster about 

campus ministry to give to youth directors and local churches. Funding from BHECM could be available 

for campus ministers who are interested in developing posters to facilitate communication with local 

churches and future students. 

Miller shared information about the Catapult Conference on April 21 through May 1 in Mobile, AL.  

The visiting campus ministers left the room and the BHECM members remained to discuss the 

following: 

Couch brought up Wesley Foundation board nominations and shared that some Wesley Foundation 

boards need assistance in putting together their boards. Particularly the ASU Wesley Foundation needs 
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to follow its by-laws when nominating its board members. Some ASU Wesley Foundation’s board 

members have been serving longer than ASU Wesley’s by-laws allow. Couch asked Goolsby (BHECM’s 

liaison to the ASU Wesley Foundation’s board) to contact the ASU Wesley Foundation’s board to 

discuss its nomination report and to clarify what changes the board needs to make so it will fulfill its 

bylaws. Goolsby will also inform the boards leadership that the BHECM needs a more accurate record 

of how long board members have been serving. The BHECM cannot approve ASU Wesley Foundation’s 

nominations because the nominations are not in order. Concerns were raised about certain board 

members who were serving, and the need for board training was emphasized. A more accurate record 

of the number of years that board members have served is also needed 

Couch and Kelley will be conducting board training at Troy on the evening of February 7. 

The board discussed the Conference Merit Award. There is currently $1221.17 in the account available 

for scholarships. Hamilton made the motion that the Conference Merit Award be awarded to an 

Alabama-West Florida UM student attending a United Methodist College or University. Hamilton 

made the motion that the board award $1200 to a student for the coming year ($600 for fall of 2013 

and $600 for spring of 2014). Kelley seconded the motion, and the BHECM unanimously approved it. 

The board set the due date for applications for the Conference Merit Award to be May 1, 2013 and 

asked Hohn to revise the application and contact Traci Herndon to get information to local churches. 

The board will also ask for the name of the applicant’s pastor. The board will select the recipient of the 

scholarship at their next board meeting. 

Kelley made the motion that the BHECM approve the various Wesley Foundation’s board nominations 

through email vote. McMaken seconded the motion, and the BHECM unanimously approved it. The 

BHECM asked the BHECM’s liaisons to the various Wesley Foundation to be aware of who is being 

nominated. 

Hohn shared a report of how much money was available in the Cammack Estate Trust and Higher 

Education/Campus Ministry Trust for Talent Fund requests. The BHECM discussed the three Talent Fund 

applications that it has received: a request from Tuskegee Wesley for $2000 to help start a new worship 

service; a request from Troy Wesley for $2000 to help repair their roof; a request from UWA Wesley for 

$2000 to help with a mission trip to San Antonio. After much discussion on the purpose of the Talent 

Fund and the three requests, Goolsby moved that the Board approve the applications of Tuskegee 

Wesley and UWA Wesley. McMaken seconded the motion. And the BHECM unanimously approved it. 

The Board directed Hohn to contact the AL-WFL United Methodist Foundation to write a check for 

$2000 to Tuskegee Wesley for their worship service and a check for $2000 to UWA Wesley for their 

mission trip. 

Kelley made the motion to decline Troy Wesley’s request because it was a property issue and the 

Talent fund exists for programming and ministry. Hamilton seconded the motion, and the BHECM 

unanimously approved it. Couch will write a letter to the Montgomery-Opelika District Superintendent 

Ron Ball informing him of the reason for this decision. 
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Couch informed the board that at its next meeting, the board will discuss local church and campus 

ministry issues. Couch will also work on information out about the upcoming Francis Asbury Award and 

need for folks to be nominated for this award. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

Scott Hohn 

Secretary, AL-WFL Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry. 

 


