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Minutes from Meeting held on May 24, 2012 

Chairperson Dr. Rob Couch called the meeting to order at approximately 10:15 AM. Dr. Couch, Hilda 

Coxe, Rev. Steve Spining, and Kathy McMaken were present for the meeting. 

Dr. Couch shared a devotion from a new book authored by N.T. Wright entitled Simply Jesus. 

The group discussed Birmingham-Southern College’s (BSC) Amended and Restated Certificate of 

Formation (ARCF) in preparation for the phone meeting with the chair of the BSC Board, Dr. Wayne 

Killion.  

At 11:00 AM we called Dr. Killion to discuss the ARCF. Dr. Killion expressed the reason for the change at 

BSC was to make the board more nimble and more accountable. The group continued to ask Dr. Killion 

questions for 45 minutes. Dr. Killion confirmed that the Board would be reduced and along with that the 

percentage of representation from clergy would also be reduced. There will be no guaranteed 

representation from the AWF Conference except that we must, along with North Alabama, elect the 

four clergy representatives who serve on the Board. 50% or more of the Board must be United 

Methodists.  

Kathy McMaken moved to endorse the Birmingham-Southern ARCF. Steve Spinning seconded and then 

offered an amendment to the motion. The amended motion stated: The Alabama-West Florida 

Conference Board of Higher Education endorses Birminham-Southern College’s Amended and Restated 

Certificate of Formation. The Chari of the BHECM shall write a letter expressing to the Board of BSC the 

BHECM’s hope that the BSC will make every effort to elect United Methodist Board members from both 

conferences in order to maintain the historic partnership between the North Alabama Conference and 

the Alabama West-Florida Conference in the founding of Birmingham-Southern College.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

The group next discussed the winner of the Francis Asbury Award. The Board voted via e-mail to give the 

award to Dr. Gene Watson. The Board Members moved to officially award this to Dr. Watson. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

The Board met with Johnny Peters, director of the University of South Alabama Wesley Foundation 

during lunch. Things at the USA Wesley are going well. The growing edge at the Wesley Foundation is 

developing and maintaining student leaders.  

After lunch the Board heard a presentation from Rev. John Weaver who is being appointed as the Pastor 

in Charge of the newly forming Auburn Wesley Parish. This new ministry will allow Rev. Weaver to direct 

8 college students from the Auburn Wesley Foundation in providing leadership of 4 small membership 



churches around the Auburn area. Rev. Weaver requested $20,000 from the BHECM ($10,000 per year) 

over two years. The Board was very excited about this new ministry. Kathy McMaken moved to award 

the Auburn Wesley Foundation $10,000 from the proceeds of the Cammack Trust to fund this program 

for one year. It was stipulated in the motion that 50% of the current BHECM members  who were not 

present at the meeting must agree to this motion for it to be acted upon. The motion was seconed by 

Hilda Coxe. The motion passed unanimously.  

The Board then discussed merit scholarship applications. The funds for merit scholarships is so low that 

the Board could not fund any again this year. It was discussed that we should not advertise these 

scholarships until more funds are available.  

The Board adjourned at approximately 2:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 


