
 

UMM set Blue Lake Work Day 
 

Devotion by Robert Powell 

One of my Bible heroes is Nehemiah.  Had he lived during our lifetime, he would have probably 

been elected National President of United Methodist Men.  He saw a job that needed doing and 

he took on that mission.  He was cup bearer  to the King in a foreign land when some men from 

his homeland came to visit.  They told him the walls of Jerusalem were torn down and the enemy 

could come and go at will. 

 

Nehemiah began to fast and pray about the situation.  Then he went in before the king and asked 

to be allowed to go back to his homeland to repair and rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.  The 

king not only granted that request but gave him papers to help accomplish his mission.   

 

When he arrived back in Jerusalem, the first thing he did was to go out in the moonlight and 

survey what needed to be done.  Then he called all the people together and told them his plans.  

They were excited and bought into rebuilding the wall.  Nehemiah  chapter 4 tells the story.  It 

reads that much was accomplished quickly because ALL the people were of a mind to work! 

 

We United Methodist Men can learn from Nehemiah and his people.  Our motto has always been 

found in James 1:22, “But be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only”. 

 

April 2nd is scheduled as our United Methodist Men’s workday at Blue Lake Camp.  Will we be 

up to the task as was Nehemiah and his people.   I trust it will be so. 

 

On Saturday, April 2, United Methodist Men from across the conference will gather at Blue Lake 

to partner with the Alabama-West Florida Conference campground for a day of work and 

worship. 

 

At least seven local units have stepped up to claim maintenance and beautification projects at 

one of the three camp areas. UMM members from Woodbine of Milton, Evergreen First, 

Crestview First, Brewton First, Gulf Shores First, Andalusia First, and Rosinton UMCs will 

complete projects identified by camp director Phyllis Murray as important to the upkeep and 

appearance of Blue Lake. 

 

Taking the lead among the churches is Woodbine, which will send approximately 15 members 

for three days to redo the gables on the Pinewood assembly building and John Lane Educational 

Building. The Milton church, like all other participating churches, is paying for the work it is 

doing because Blue Lake has no money in its budget for the projects. 

 

At lunch, workers will hear Kurt Burgess, the head of lay speaking for the Pensacola District. 

Burgess, a member of the Christian motorcycle group Sons of Thunder, will give his personal 

testimony to the workers. Workers can arrive any time before 10 a.m. to participate in the work 

and be included in the lunch count. Registration will be in the Oakwood gym. Lunch will be at 

noon at the Oakwood Lodge, and workers may stay as late as they desire to finish their projects.    



If your church has not reserved its place, you can still be a part of the workday in one of 

two ways: You can come to Blue Lake on Saturday morning to work on the brush-clearing 

detail and bring $4 for lunch, work gloves, and a tool such as a lopper to cut small brush. If 

you can’t come but want to help, just send a check to the conference treasury designated 

for Blue Lake. The address is Carroll Mullis, AWFC UMM Conference Treasurer, 405 

College Avenue, Andalusia, AL 35420. Money will be used to restock Blue Lake’s supply of 

basic maintenance materials.  

 

 
 



 

  Tony Caminiti (left) accepts The James Award from John Croft at the February                                                             

  16 meeting held at Fairhope UMC.  

 

  Tony was honored by his local unit, the conference, and the United Methodist  

  Children’s Home for organizing a softball tournament to benefit UMCH.   

 

 

Gulf Shores Prayer Ministry Recognized in Mobile Paper 

 
“There’s no such thing as a bad prayer.” 

 

That’s the bottom line for Bob Shell, a longtime UMM leader and member of Gulf Shores 

United Methodist Church. Bob made that observation in an article on the GSUMC’s prayer 

tower and Upper Room Prayer Line which headlined The Mobile Press-Register’s religion 

section on Saturday, March 19.   

 

In the full-page article, the paper interviewed several UMM, including Shell and Migdiel Perez, 

the national coordinator of the Upper Room Prayer Line, a national ministry of UMM.  The men 

of the Alabama West-Florida Conference led the nation last year in support of the Upper Room 

Prayer ministry, giving over $4,000 and sponsoring six local outlets of the prayer line—one of 

which is at Gulf Shores. Volunteers at the six churches spend two hours a month talking to 

people who call the prayer line and praying with them.  

 

Typically, the individual volunteer works a thirty-minute shift and may pray with as few as one 

or as many as five callers.  Volunteers do not counsel or share their own problems but simply 

listen to the callers’ concerns and pray with them. UMM units in the conference interested in 

volunteering may contact Chuck Christian, our prayer advocate, at chuckchr@cox.net for more 

information. The ministry costs nothing but deepens the faith of the participants by strengthening 

their intercessory prayer experiences. 

 

The men of the AWFC are currently completing an annual fund drive to support the national 

program. Your local unit should have gotten a letter about the prayer line, requesting that you 

send your contribution to Carroll Mullis, AWFC UMM Treasurer, at 405 College Avenue, 

Andalusia, AL 36420. If you haven’t gotten a letter or need more information, please contact 

Chuck. 

  

 

AWFC Men honored by GCUMM at National Meet 
 

Gil Hanke, general secretary of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, presented 

two Bibles to the United Methodist Men of our conference at the National Association of 

Conference Presidents annual meeting on March 7 in Nashville, Tennessee. Conference 

president John Croft accepted the Bibles on behalf of the UMM in the 81 local units and the 114 

EMS members in the conference.  
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Those numbers—81 and 114—are significant because the recognition came for growth in those 

two areas. The AWFC added 12 new chartered local units in 2010, third best in the nation. 

Only Virginia, which has over 300 units, and Mississippi, which is reorganizing after years of 

dormancy, had more new units with 16 and 14, respectively.  

 

In addition to the new units, 114 individuals stepped up to support the work of United Methodist 

Men through the Every Member Serves (EMS) program, an increase of 39 for the year. The 

participation in the $45-a-year donation program gave our conference the fourth largest increase 

in that category among the 52 conferences in the nation. AWFC fell one short of a tie for third 

place with the Detroit Conference, which added 40.  

 

In accepting the awards, conference president John Croft thanked God for speaking to the hearts 

and minds of the men of the conference, and also thanked the men for responding to God’s call 

“to know Christ better so that other men may know Christ.” 

  


