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   ALERT  

ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

TAPESTRY 2013 

 

More than 280 Alabama-West Florida Conference United Methodist Women & 

guests converged on First United Methodist of Bay Minette for the 6th Annual Tap-

estry event hosted by the Baypines District United Methodist Women.  Dr. Jan 

Love, Dean of the Candler School of Theology at Emory University, key note 

Speaker, addressed the group on Friday evening and Saturday morning.  Dawn 

Hare, the new General Secretary of the United Methodist Church’s Commission 

on the Status and Role of Women (COSROW) was also in attendance. Focus 

Groups on Saturday morning included Chrismons – Monograms of Christ, Social 

Media is SO ME, Container Gardening & Other Tips from a Master Gardener, Dis-

cover a More Beautiful You, Aging Voices – Ageless Spirits, Legal Documents Eve-

ryone Needs or At Least Needs to Know About, Making Your House a Home, Food 

& Faith, and Liturgical Dance. 

 

During meal sessions a Silent Auction, “Aprons & Afghans for Missions,” was con-

ducted raising more than $350.00 for United Methodist Mission Projects.  A varie-

ty of musical styles including classical, jazz, blue grass, traditional, praise chorus-

es, Broadway musical stylings and movie theme songs were presented by vocal-

ists, and in addition to organ and piano music, instrumentalists on drums, guitar, 

and even soprano saxophone.  Selections were introduced by United Methodist 

Women from across the Conference. 

 

Next year’s Tapestry 2014 will be held at First United Methodist of Demopolis.   

 



 

Do you remember the three words I listed in my 

last article? One of them was COURAGEOUS. We 

must be COURAGEOUS as we deal with issues that 

are sometimes uncomfortable at best—issues 

such as Human Trafficking. Human Trafficking is 

one of the issues we are focusing on this year.  If 

you go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org you will 

find information on this issue.  Go to the Human 

Trafficking Resource Guide; you will find a very 

comprehensive guide along with ideas of what you 

can do to stop it, victim’s stories, resources, etc. – 

30 pages worth. The Resource Guide is very long, 

but I urge you to read it to learn more about this 

problem, and what we can all do to join ranks to 

stop it.  Hopefully later this year we will be able to 

sponsor a Bold Faith Seminar that will deal with 

this issue.  Zan Jones, Conference Social Action 

Coordinator, is working to make this happen.  

 

Now it is time for us to be CONTAGIOUS!  It is time 

for us to be contagious by telling everyone our 

mission story.  It is time for us to be contagious in 

our faith and allow our organization to move for-

ward with change.  United Methodist Women is a 

mission organization with a special emphasis on 

the needs and concerns of women, children and 

youth.  United Methodist Women Directors are 

convinced that this new relationship with GBGM 

and implementing organizational changes will 

draw a better definition to members about the na-

ture of our organization.  “This plan will strengthen 

United Methodist Women’s identification with our 

work in the world and will enhance our strong wit-

ness in the church and the world,” said Harriett 

Jane Olson.  She surmised, “We need to continue 

to find clearer ways to show and tell what we are 

accomplishing as an organization.  The members 

need to know that they make a difference.”  And 

YOU do make a difference.   

 

Remember, restructure does not change our mis-

sion commitment, it changes the way we organize 

to accomplish our goals.  United Methodist Wom-

en has a PURPOSE that directs our mission, and 

that PURPOSE is unchanged. We all know the 

world has changed. Families, communities, 

churches, economic problems are discussed daily.  

If we are to survive we too must make changes…

but at the same time stay focused on our PUR-

POSE!  As United Methodist 

Women,  we make a differ-

ence—we began making a 

difference in 1869.  Our leg-

acy started with the Wom-

en’s Missionary Society or-

ganized in Boston in re-

sponse to women’s health 

issues in India. Look where 

we are today:  we have built 

on that legacy, we continue 

to plan and envision the fu-

ture. Today that is up to us, and it is up to us to 

make sure future generations have a legacy from us 

in order to help them build future generations.  Are 

we giving them what they need for the next 140 

years?  We must be OUTRAGEOUSLY focused on 

this challenge as we step up to the plate, as we put 

Faith, Hope and Love in Action.  So now is the time 

for us to be OUTRAGEOUS, COURAGEOUS AND CON-

TAGIOUS! 

 

United Methodist Women are BOLD!  It has always 

been said that we are ahead of the Methodist 

Church when it comes to  “risk taking.” We stand at 

the forefront of issues, constantly planning and vi-

sion building on the legacy of our foremothers. 

 

Remember: “Don’t look back, we are NOT going that 

way. 

 

Betty 
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Why a Spiritual Retreat?  A spiritual retreat is a way of 

"re-treating" life.  It allows us "to treat our life again 

with the love of God, so that we can re-treat daily life 

with the hands-on service of love and justice." 

 

The spiritual growth retreat focuses on theology of mis-

sion.  It is designed to increase understanding of and 

commitment to God's mission to women, children, and 

youth. 

 

We are so fortunate to have Harriett Jane Olson as our 

guest speaker.  Ms. Olson, a Harvard graduate and an 

attorney, has served as deputy general secretary of 

Women's Division of the General Board of Global Min-

istries of the United Methodist Church since Septem-

ber 4, 2007.  As such, she is chief executive officer of 

the Women's Division, the national administrative and 

policy making arm of United Methodist Women. 

 

Ms. Olson has a long history of service in the United 

Methodist Church.  She said United Methodist Wom-

en's work is rooted in the past and poised for the fu-

ture, as needs of women, children, and youth around 

the world continue to demand the organization's atten-

tion. 

 

Arrangements have been made for Harriett Jan Olson 

to be in Auburn, AL at Auburn 1st United Methodist 

Church (137 S. Gay St.) at 10am on Thursday, April 

18th and at Dalraida United Methodist Church, Mont-

gomery, AL (3817 Atlanta Hwy ) on April 18th from 5-7 

p.m. Both of these meetings will give local United 

Methodist Women an opportunity  to meet and ask 

some of those burning questions you have wanted to 

ask. Further information will be forthcoming very soon. 

Mark your calendar and plan to show Harriett some 

United Methodist Women’s  southern hospitality. Both 

meetings will include a light meal-please RSVP to Betty 

Helms @ bhelms1@centurytel.net  or phone: 334-794-

2172 no later than April 15th if you will be eating. 

 

This is such a wonderful opportunity to meet with Ms 

Olson, to get to know her, and to learn all about UMW 

from  our local groups to Women's Division.  Have 

your questions ready. 

 

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat will begin on April 19th 

at Blue Lake.  There will be a time for reflection and 

fellowship.  The Focus Groups offer a variety of top-

ics.  You can visit the SERRV shop and Program Re-

source Room during free time to shop and purchase 

UMW materials.  I look forward to seeing you there at 

this very special time for spiritual renewal. 

 

Registration and health forms are enclosed in this 

issue and are also available on our UMW website. 

 

http://www.gbgm.umc.org/awfconfumw/. 

 

 

Georgette Griffith 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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 HAVE YOU READ . . . 

 

Her Place               

At The Table 

 

By Kolb, Williams, 

Frohlinger, & Jossey-

Bass 

 

 

Her Place at the Ta-

ble points out that 

the skills women 

have developed at 

the foot of the table – 

bringing people 

together, building 

bridges across 

differences and think-

ing outside the box - 

are in great demand, 

but women still face 

challenges and 

barriers to a seat at 

the table. This 

book will help wom-

en negotiate what 

they need to succeed 

as leaders. 

 

 2013 PROGRAM RESOURCES 

THE READING PROGRAM LEADS TO ACTION! 

 

For 140 years members of United Methodist Women and predecessor organiza-

tions have been involved in mission that includes prayer, study and action.  The 

Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also lead to action.  This year 

we will be offering a way for more of our women to have the use and availability of a 

wider variety of the reading program books. 

Many of you have mentioned that you have books your unit has read and do not 

know what to do with them. So, we have come up with a way to recycle them. Begin-

ning at our 2013 United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting we will begin the pro-

cess of establishing a “Book Swap Club”.  This “Club” will have the following guide-

line:  List the year and category inside the front cover of each book. This will give 

the necessary information for the current reader to keep up with the different cate-

gories. Bring as many as you want and take as many as you want. By making these 

books available it will give many units the opportunity to read more and as a whole 

our conference will have a better educated group of women about the mission are-

as we promote and all at no additional costs.  The book swap will be available at 

our annual meeting only.  So begin sorting through your books and 

come to Annual Day prepared to pick and choose! 

 

Margie Outlaw, 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Be a reading pro! 

More Pictures from Tapestry 2013 
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ALERT! . . . Are you a Subscriber?  
 

You too can become informed of Alabama-West Florida Conference United Methodist Women events 

and/or activities by subscribing to the alert today. 

 

Send your name and address to Susan West, 635 Country Club Drive, Ozark, Alabama 36360. Enclose a 

$ 4.00 check, made payable to Alabama-West Florida Conference United Methodist Women. You may re-

ceive a copy of the ALERT free by email. Email susanwest234@yahoo.com with your request and you will 

be added to our email list. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

I receive an e-mail newsletter weekly from Church Women United.  They are our ecumenical sis-

ters and they champion many of the same social actions as we United Methodist Women sup-

port.  Over the last few weeks I have received information about gun control and domestic vio-

lence.  If you are interested in viewing their website or signing up for their online newsletter 

please go to www.churchwomen.org . 

 

Church Women United (CWU) is a national volunteer Christian ecumenical women’s movement 

initiated and carried out by women in the United States and Puerto Rico. It is a movement that 

brings together women of diverse races, cultures and traditions in closer Christian fellowship, 

prayer, advocacy, and action for peace with justice in the world. CWU engages millions of women 

representing twenty-six supporting denominations and participating Christian women. 

 

Don’t forget we have Spiritual Enrichment Retreat planned for April 19th thru 21st at Blue Lake.  

Our own Chief Executive Officer, Harriett Jane Olson will be our speaker.  This will be a event to 

be remembered. I hope to see you there. 

 

If you have questions or comments about our conference organization, please contact me.  If you 

have suggestions for speakers and/or musicians for future programs, I would love to hear from 

you. 

 

In HIS service, 

Pat Dodge 

http://www.churchwomen.org
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Bold Faith Seminar 

Focus: Human Trafficking 

 

The Bold Faith Seminar will be held on Friday, May 31 through Saturday June 1, 2013 at the Gadsden Street 

United Methodist Church, in Pensacola Florida. This seminar will focus on “Human Trafficking, one of our 

mission focuses.   

 

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest growing criminal industry in the world. Some 12.3 million 

children and adults around the world are currently in forced labor, bonded labor and forced prostitution. In 

the United States an estimated 500,000 to 2 million people are victimized by trafficking each year.  

 

The ministry of reconciliation requires us work to end human trafficking, and minister to the needs of those 

who suffer. We must work to bring awareness to this global issue. 

 

This is an appeal to all Social Action Coordinators, District Presidents and all United Methodist Women of the 

Alabama/West Florida conference, we need your support. Please include this Bold Faith Seminar on your 

calendar of events. More information will be forth coming as we continue to plan for this event. More infor-

mation as well as a registration form will be forth coming as we continue to plan this event. Mark your calen-

dars now. 

 

Gods Blessings to all, 

 

 

It is hard to believe that we are in March of 2013. I 

am so excited about the work that our conference 

mission team has planned this year. 

 

Our focus this year is to develop ideas to promote 

growth in our local units. I would like to make the 

following suggestions: 

 

 All Conference and district officers should visit 

local units and circle groups to encourage each 

unit in their efforts to grow. 

 Have bulletin boards and displays to promote 

exciting activities and programs about UMW. 

 Encourage churches to organize young ladies 

circles in the local Church (2nd grade-6th grade). 

 

The MNO committee has set the criteria for the Nell 

Chance Special Mission Recognition Award as fol-

lows: 

 Recognize the woman with the longest UMW 

membership who is actively participating in her 

local unit. 

 She can be nominated by an individual, circle, 

local unit or her District. 

 Each nominee is asked to write a brief summary 

of why she became a member of the UMW and 

what it means to her. 

 

Nominations are due to Cheryl Mothershed by June 

21, 2013. 

 

Our committee is also looking for ideas to expand 

our Young ladies Annual Day.  If you have sugges-

tions or would like to help me with the planning, 

please let me know. 

 

I look forward to visiting with each District this year.  

If I can be of any help to you in the future, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

 

In His Service, 

Cheryl Mothershed 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH 
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MISSION EDUCATION 

Date EVENT 

February 22-23 Tapestry Retreat, Bay Minette FUMC 

April 18 

April 19-21 

Meetings in Montgomery and Auburn 

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat, Blue Lake 

June 28-29 Executive Meeting, Blue Lake 

October 11 District Officer Leadership Training, Blue Lake 

October 12 AWF UMW Conference Annual Meeting, Blue Lake 

Mission Education 

 

The criteria for a Mission Today Unit has been changed.  Every E & I Coordinator, President or Vice-President 

has been given a copy of the new criteria.  Please see that each district receives a new copy and that each 

unit receives a copy.  Every UMW in the Ala.-West Fla. Conference needs to have this new information so 

that on Annual Day, October 22, 2013, at Blue Lake the members that have worked so hard for the year will 

receive the right award. 

 

The number one criteria will be the unit will make and meet it’s pledge to missions.  This is a very important 

criteria for UMW because this is how we help women, children and youth in the U.S. and around the world. 

 

The 2013 Prayer Calendar is a great resource for knowing where your pledges are at work and also for con-

necting with mission work and workers of UMW.  It is also used as a devotional or a guide for scripture read-

ing.  This years Prayer Calendar is highlighted with art work from children ages 1 to 19 that have been 

helped in so many ways by the National Mission Institutions and international projects of UMW and the Gen-

eral Board of Global Ministries. If you buy one calendar I am sure you will buy one next year. 

 

Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary/Chief Executive Officer, of UMW,  will lead our Spiritual Enrichment 

Retreat on April 19-21, 2013 at Blue Lake. Her bio. and a form for registering is in the January Alert.  Please 

be sure that the districts have this information. Once you read her bio. you will see how honored we are to 

have her with us. She is a wonderful example of UMW. 

 

God Bless, 

Margie Miller 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

margiem@fairpoint.net or call 850-229-6502   
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ALABAMA/WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

HEALTH FORM  

Authorization for Emergency Medical Treatment Form 

Name:__________________________________________________ DOB ________________________ 

 

Home Phone: _____________________Work #__________________ Cell#________________________ 

 

Physician’s Name: _________________________________________Phone #: _____________________ 

 

Health Insurance Company: ___________________________________ Policy# ____________________ 

 

Allergies to medications: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current medications: ____________________________________________________________________ 

In the event of an emergency, contact: 

 

Name: _______________________________Relation:__________________ Phone# _______________ 

 

Name:________________________________Relation:__________________ Phone#________________ 

 

In the event emergency medical aid/treatment is required due to illness or injury during my stay at a UMW  

event, I authorize AL/WF UMW to: 

1. Secure and retain medical treatment and transportation if needed. 

2. Release my health information to the authorized individual or agency involved in the medical emergency  

treatment. 

3. I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United  

 

Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act or failure to act  

during a medical emergency. 

 

Date: _____________________ Consent Signature: ____________________________________ 

 

Consent Plan 

This authorization includes x-ray, surgery, hospitalization, medication and any treatment procedure deemed  

“life saving” by the physician. This provision will only be invoked if the person(s) above is unable to be reached.   

I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United  

Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act or failure to act  

during a medical emergency. 

 

Date: _____________________ Consent Signature: ____________________________________ 

 

Non-Consent Plan 

I DO NOT give my consent for emergency medical treatment/aid in the cases of illness or injury. In the event  

emergency treatment/aid is required, I wish the following procedures to take place: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United  

Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act or failure to act  

during a medical emergency. 

 

Date:_______________________Consent Signature: ___________________________________ 

 

Date:_______________________ Witness Signature:__________________________________ 



United Methodist Women 

Alabama-West Florida Conference 

Susan West 

635 Country Club Drive 

Ozark, Alabama 36360 

BULK MAIL Permit 
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