
Friends, 
  
First let me thank you for your radical generosity you have shown to our 
neighbors in Louisiana after the devastating floods. In the month of September, 
over $131,000 was given to this effort. Over the last three months, we have 
joyfully sent $160,000 on your behalf! I simply cannot thank you enough. As 
teams are assessing the damage after Hurricane Matthew, we will continue to 
keep you notified of any needs.  
  
I want to update you on our conference missional giving, or conference 
apportionments. Sometimes this topic can cause great stress and angst but you 
need to know we have reason to celebrate! As of the completion of the 3rd 
quarter of the fiscal year, the churches in the Alabama-West Florida Conference 
have paid over 65% of the missional giving. This is a 4% increase over this time 
last year! We are so appreciative of the effort you make to give in so many ways 
so that we can, together, do ministry. It’s also important to know that six of the 
eight districts increased giving significantly at this point from the prior year and, 
September of this year was a historic month for giving in our conference.  
  
The churches of the AWF realize we can accomplish more together than beyond 
the steeples of the individual churches. On average, 86% of the connectional 
giving remains in the local church and only 2% of your missional giving goes to 
general church ministry. That means that by far, the majority of the money stays 
within the bounds of our conference.  
  
Because the churches of the annual conference increased their giving over last 
year, this allows us to do things like the Antioch Project, our conference disaster 
response ministry, support students who could very well be our future leaders 
one day, and start new churches; to name a few beneficiaries.  
  
Aa we come into the 4th quarter of the year, let me encourage you to find ways to 
make conference missional giving a priority. Last year we finished at 88% of our 
target. How wonderful would it be to move over 90%, if not 100%!  
  
Thank you for helping me win people to Christ! It’s an honor to serve the 
wonderful friends of the Alabama-West Florida Conference and I appreciate your 
giving hearts. May God bless each of your ministries. 	


