
Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry (BHECM) 

Date: Thursday, February 2, 2012 (10 AM-2:30 PM) 

Location: Huntingdon College, Julia Russell Dining Hall 

Members Present: Jason Borders, Jeroy Carroll, Rob Couch (chair), David Goolsby, Scott Hohn, Kathy 

McMaken, Gene Watson 

At 10:00 AM, the board met with the directors of the various Wesley Foundations of our annual 

conference. Those present at this meeting beside the members of the Conference Board of Higher 

Education and Campus Ministry (BHECM) were as follows: Sheila Bates (Tuskegee),  Elaine Brown (Troy), 

Emily Burch (Auburn), Johnny Peters (USA), Stephen Redmond (ASU), Charity Starr (ASU), Gillian Walters 

(UWA), and Stuart Worth (UWF/PSC). Michael Lawler, the chair of the Troy University Wesley 

Foundation, Brian Smith, the campus minister for Huntingdon College, and J. Cameron West, the 

president of Huntingdon College, were also present. 

Rob Couch called the meeting to order and introduced J. Cameron West. West welcomed the board and 

gave introductory remarks about Huntingdon College. Couch read scripture and prayed.  Couch invited 

the Wesley Foundation directors to meet in another room, and asked Johnny Peters to lead a discussion 

how they could share resources and work together. The Wesley Foundation directors and non-board 

members left the room. 

The board met with Michael Lawler. Couch informed the board that the board has to approve non-

clergy Wesley Foundation directors. Lawler shared the story of Wilbur Willis’ resignation as the director 

of Troy Wesley and the process that led to the hiring of Elaine Burch as Troy Wesley’s new director. 

Couch expressed concerns that the Troy Wesley board did not follow the campus ministry guidelines in 

hiring Burch. Gene Watson shared observation that the BHECM representative needed to be involved in 

the hiring process. 

Watson made the motion that BHECM accept Lawler’s request and that BHECM approve Emily Burch’s 

hiring as Troy Wesley’s new director. The board approved this motion unanimously. 

Jeroy Carroll raised the need for board training for Wesley Foundation boards. Watson stated that the 

local campus minister is responsible to make sure that their board members are trained and this 

responsibility should be in the by-laws. 

Couch said that there should be a meeting with Wesley Foundation board chairpersons, and this will be 

discussed at a later BHECM meeting. 

At 10:56, Elaine Burch entered the room and spoke with the BHECM. 

At 11:45, the BHECM broke for lunch. 

After lunch, the BHECM met with all the Wesley Foundation directors at one time. The written reports 

prepared by the Wesley Foundation directors were shared with the BHECM members. The various 



Wesley Foundation directors gave oral reports concerning their ministries: David Goolsby reported for 

Auburn Wesley; Johnny Peters reported for USA Wesley; Charity Starr (hired by ASU Wesley on January 

1st) reported for ASU Wesley, Sheila Bates reported for Tuskegee Wesley; Stuart Worth reported for 

UWF Wesley (Worth reported that UWF Wesley was growing, and Gene Watson mentioned that the 

BHECM needs make an assessment of whether UWF Wesley should go to a full-time director); Elaine 

Burch reported for Troy State; Brian Smith reported for Huntingdon College’s campus ministry; and 

Gillian Walters reported for UWA Wesley. 

Couch reiterated to directors the importance of their boards knowing and following the “Campus 

Ministry Guidelines.” The campus minister is responsible to see that they have a board that is trained. 

Couch asked the directors if they had organized their campus ministers support group, and Johnny 

Peters reported that Sheila Bates was elected leader and Brian Smith was elected co-leader. 

Couch told the directors that the BHECM needs one of the Wesley directors to serve as a representative 

on the BHECM. He also informed the directors that the Annual Conference’s deadline for their reports 

for the Brochure of Reports was soon. 

The BHECM took a break and met again at 1:45 with Dr. West present. West gave an oral report on 

Huntingdon College and its ministries. 

After West left the meeting at 2:15, Couch presented to the BHECM, Auburn Wesley’s request for a 

“one-time grant to help mitigate the impact of the redistribution of resources to Wesleys.” After 

discussing the letter, the decision was made to table Auburn’s request. 

Couch presented a letter from Willa Bing Harris, the chair for the search committee for ASU Wesley. The 

letter requested that “Charity Starr (MDiv) be approved as Director/Campus Minister for the Wesley 

foundation at Alabama State University.”   Watson made the motion to approve request, and Kathy 

McMaken seconded it. The motion passed unanimously. 

Couch presented an application from Tuskegee Wesley Foundation for a $2000 Talent Fund grant to 

help support a Costa Rica Mission project. Carroll made the motion to approve $2000 from the Talent 

Fund for this project, and Watson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Watson raised the issue of nomination reports, and Carroll reiterated that the BHECM needed to meet 

with Board chairs and go over training. 

McMaken raised the issue of what the BHECM could do encourage local churches to pay their 

Huntingdon College apportionment and support the Cross and Flame scholarships. 

The BHECM adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scott Hohn, Secretary 


