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Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry (BHECM) meeting on August 30, 2012 at the Offices 

of Connectional Ministries, Communication & Ministerial Services, Montgomery, AL. 

Board Members Present: Sheila Bates, Rob Couch (Chair), David Goolsby, Scott Hohn, Meghan Kelley, 

Kathy McMaken, Brian Miller. 

Couch led devotions on the book American Saint by John H. Wigger and the life of Francis Asbury and 

began meeting with prayer. 

The board introduced themselves. 

Couch shared the information that there were other members of the BHECM: Jason Borders (professor 

at Huntington College), Bill Hamilton (athletic director at Pensacola State College), Robert Spicer (ex-

officia member because he is on the UMC’s General Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry.) 

Couch shared the minutes from the BHECM’s last meeting on Thursday, May 24, 2012: The BHECM 

made the following decisions: They officially approved the decision to give Gene Watson the Francis 

Asbury award. They approved the changes that Birmingham-Southern College made to their charter. 

Couch shared that David Saliba and Robin Wilson will represent our conference on Birmingham-

Southern’s board of trustees. Also, at the last meeting, John Weaver made a presentation from about 

the Auburn Wesley parish and the BHECM approved to give $10,000 out of one of its two funds. 

Couch also stated that the BHECM has not been following its guidelines, and he suggested that the 

BHECM make a few changes in its guidelines. Couch suggested that the BHECM elects its chair person. 

Previously the secretary and treasurer should have been same person, but suggested that the BHECM 

separate secretary and treasurer and add a vice-chair position. Miller suggested that the BHECM add the 

phrase “secretary and treasurer may be same position.” 

Goolsby made the motion to accept changes recommended by Couch with the added phrase 

“secretary and treasurer can/ may be same person” to the BHECM guidelines. Kelley seconded it, and 

the motion was approved unanimously. 

The BHECM nominated officers. Goolsby nominated Couch as chair; Meghan seconded the motion, 

and it was approved unanimously.   

Goolsby nominated Kelley as vice-chair; McMaken seconded the motion, and it was approved 

unanimously. 

Miller nominated Hohn as secretary/treasurer, Kelley seconded the motion, and it was approved 

unanimously. 

The BHECM reviewed their mission statement and  organizational structure because of budget cuts. The 

BHECM had had a $2000 budget up to this year, but now they have a $500 budget. The BHECM is an all 

volunteer board.. 
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The BHECM discussed what “accountability” in the mission statement means. They discussed meeting 

with the board chair or representative, as well as the campus minister of each Wesley Foundation. The 

BHECM needs to set a calendar date for campus minister and board director / representative training. 

The BHECM discussed the need for training of the various Wesley Foundation Boards. Couch suggested 

that the BHECM rotate their meeting to take place at the various Wesley Foundations and then local 

board training could take place after the BHECM meetings. 

Couch shared that Stuart Worth was appointed to the Pensacola Junior College and West Florida Wesley 

Foundation as well as to the other two appointments to which he has been appointed. 

The following changes were made and approved the BHECM guidelines.  

McMaken made the motion, and Bates seconded to revise section 3). b). viii). concerning renovating 

property to state “if the proposals for buidilng or renovating any property owned by local unit 

exceeds 10% of local Wesley Foundation budget.” 

Goolsby nominated and Kelley seconded Miller as scholarship chairperson for Merit Award 

Scholarship, and the BHECM approved unanimously. 

The BHECM also said that the treasurer would be the endowment chairperson in section 5). b). 

McMaken made the motion, Bates seconded the following changes in section 6). b). of the guidelines: 

“The Grant Committee will be comprised of the members of the BHECM. The chair of the BHECM will 

receive grant proposals. (The changes the BHECM made are italicized and underlined). The BHECM 

unanimously approved these changes. 

Goolsby made the motion and Kelley seconded the following changes by adding 6). a). ii). ( 4).to the 

guidelines: “Student involvement will be an additional consideration.”The BHECM unanimously 

approved these changes. 

Couch asked Hohn to revise the guidelines with the above changes and present them at the next BHECM 

for official approval. 

The BHECM broke for lunch 

The BHECM reviewed and discussed the “BHECM Strategic Plan for 2009-2014.” Couch suggested that 

the BHECM may want to reflect on this strategic plan and how it needs to be adapted or added to for 

the BHECM’s long range plans. 

Goolsby suggested the following as additional visions or dreams of what the BHECM can do: 

1. We need to explore associations of college ministers in local churches. How can hey can work 

together and network, etc.  How can we develop all our campus ministers, especially those at 

local churches, and not just Wesley Foundations? (Goolsby referred BHECM to Nick Repak and 

“Grad Resources” on internet. 

2. Dothan is the next growing place. We need a campus ministry center at Dothan. 
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3. Churches on campuses: Ki-Alpha a Church of Christ ministry/church at Auburn, The Assembly of 

God is establishing four campus churches in country. Goolsby invited BHECM to think about 

campus churches. Would we prayerfully encourage or start a campus church someone where? 

Goolsby suggested this could happen at Tuskegee? Bates shared that some of the students at 

the Tuskegee Wesley Foundation feel the same way and that it could be a church. 

Couch shared the new motto for the Alabama West Florida Conference--“New Places for New People 

The BHECM named the following as Wesley Foundation board liaisons: 

Troy—Kelley, UWA—Hohn, USA—McMaken, Auburn—Couch, Alabama State—Bates, Tuskegee—

Goolsby, Pensacola—Hamilton & Miller. 

The BHECM board liaison should contact the local Wesley director and introduce themselves and ask to 

be 1). Put on mailing list. 2). receive board announcements. 3). Receive any mailouts and email. And 4). 

Schedule a time to visit. recipients.  

The BHECM will discuss their budget and revisit the discussion on their vision at their Fall meeting.  

Couch suggested that the BHECM form a subcommittee to review the amount of paperwork that it 

requires from Wesley Foundations. What do the BHECM need to know (disciplinary requirements and 

according to our by-laws, i.e. nominations)? Bates will review what forms/information the BHECM 

needs and what it doesn’t need. She will contact Hohn, and they will present this at the next board 

meeting. 

The following will be discussed at next board meeting: the  budget, the revisions to the by-laws, the 

revision of paperwork, and visioning for future (including whether Tuskegee Wesley should become a 

church). 

Goolsby will invite Josh Walton the pastor of Ki-Alpha ministry/church at Auburn to meet with BHECM 

and the next meeting will be at Tuskegee Wesley on Thursday, November 1st. 

Miller will check Discipline to see the benefits or lack of benefits in becoming a local church. 

Couch, Bates, and Goolsby will meet with District Superintendent Ron Ball to discuss the possibility of 

Tuskeegee becoming church. (“a church plant with a twist”). 

Minutes respectfully submitted. 

Scott Hohn 

Secretary 


