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   ALERT  

ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Mission u  2013 

Learning Together For the Transformation of the World 

August 1-4, 2013 

 
What an exciting time in the life of the United Methodist Church, and what oppor-

tunities we have for learning about and involvement in mission throughout the 

world.  This “cooperative” event sponsored by United Methodist Women, the Con-

ference Board of Global Ministries, and the Conference Board of Church and Soci-

ety involves every aspect of mission and opportunities for mission education and 

outreach. 

 

This year our Mission u Event will be held at Spring Hill College in Mobile, Ala-

bama.  We are attempting to not only improve and expand our mission event but 

by changing locations hopefully reach additional and new attendees.  You will be 

very pleased with the facilities at Spring Hill and the hospitality of the school is 

outstanding. 

 

The mission studies this year will stretch our minds and touch our hearts in a myr-

iad of ways.   Each participant will have the opportunity to take two classes (seven 

and one-half hours each).  Past evaluations have indicated your desire for more 

class time, and we are responding to that request.  Come prepared to be im-

mersed in all of the activities.  You may order your study books from             

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

 

 

In the place of a “banquet” we will have an informative panel discussion led by 

area experts from various agencies on Immigration and Migration causes, issues, 

and suggested assistance methods.  The UMW Resource Center will provide you 

with study materials as well as additional resources for your edification.  We will 

even have “movie night” so you can view the DVD’s associated with the studies 

(popcorn provided!).  

 

There will be light refreshments provided during registration and popcorn each 

evening.  We hope the absence of abundant refreshments will help draw our at-

tention to the true issues surrounding poverty.   

 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items for the food pantry at Dumas.  

Each participant will participate in building the worship center, so be sure you re-

member to bring your food item. 

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Volume 42 Summer Issue  

OUTRAGEOUS – COURAGEOUS – CONTAGIOUS —

words I have written about in previous newsletters 

and now I want to add COMMITMENT to the list. The 

choices we make and the commitments we either 

keep or discard influence how we live and grow in our 

faith.  In the early days of my membership and com-

mitment to United Methodist Women, I wasn’t able to 

attend many meetings or participate in many district 

or conference events, but somehow I managed to pay 

my pledge each year.  As I became more familiar with 

our Purpose and mission, I began to truly understand 

the importance of opportunities offered to me as a 

United Methodist Women as well as the ability to 

commit to our ministry.  I saw first-hand the process 

of deciding how our pledge dollars were allocated, 

the in depth study of each request, the commitment 

of each director and the many prayers before each 

and every allocation decision. 

 

I also began to realize that our organization offers 

such an extensive education about mission.  The ef-

forts we put forth have positive influences on women, 

children and youth all over the world.  Today I contin-

ue to believe and support the importance of our or-

ganization and the influence we have worldwide to 

improve the lives of women, children and youth.  

Through United Methodist Women, we develop new 

friendships, grow closer to God, increase our 

knowledge of missions and experience joy in service 

to our God.  As United Methodist Women we must be 

committed to our Purpose.  This year let us renew our 

commitment to the Purpose of United Methodist 

Women.  

 

So as United Methodist Women, let us continue to be 

Outrageously outraged when we see and hear of the 

many injustices’ suffered by women children and 

youth . . . Courageous in our mission to turn the world 

upside down . . . Contagious as we tell our stories and 

Committed to making a difference.  

 

The Bold Faith Seminar which focused on Human 

Trafficking sponsored by the United Methodist Wom-

en of the Alabama West Florida Conference on May 

31 – June 1 at Gadsden Street UMC was a well 

planned event. Many thanks go to our Social Action 

Coordinator, Zan Jones, as well as Vice-President, Pat 

Dodge, for all of their hard work and planning. Much 

information was made availa-

ble to all in attendance.  Look 

for some type of outreach in 

the near future based on infor-

mation received about Human 

Trafficking.   

 

Next up on our calendar is the 

Mission u Event (formerly Co-

operative School of Christian 

Mission).  This year we will  

gather at Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, on Au-

gust 1-4.   Make plans to attend! Registration infor-

mation can be found on the ALWF Conference United 

Methodist Women’s website as well as the Church 

Conference website, where on-line registration is 

available.  A perfect way to learn about mission.  You 

will experience great teachers, informative studies 

and a great campus—what more can you ask? 

So . . . DON’T LOOK BACK – WE ARE NOT GOING THAT 

WAY!   

 

Betty Helms 



THE CALL:  LIVING SACRAMENTALLY & 

WALKING JUSTLY 
Spiritual Growth Study 

 

This study is a “how-to-manual” for anyone inter-

ested in deepening their spirituality and engage-

ment in social action and being in community.  This 

study is about spiritual formation and the culture 

of calling in light of John Wesley’s two-fold thrust 

on “personal holiness” and “spiritual holiness.” 

 

 

Brenda Brown is a mem-

ber of the North Carolina 

Conference and lives in 

Spring Lake, North Caro-

lina.  She is a graduate 

of Johnson C. Smith Uni-

versity in Charlotte, NC 

and is employed as a 

Public Affairs Specialist 

with the Social Security Administration in Fayette-

ville, NC.  She has held positions with the United 

Methodist Women on the local, district, confer-

ence, the Southeastern Jurisdiction Core Planning 

team and served as a director of the Women’s Divi-

sion from 1996-2004.  She held the office of Vice 

President of the Women’s Division from 2000-

2004. Brenda was also a director for the General 

Board of Global Ministries from 1996-2004.  She 

has served in various capacities in her district and 

in the conference.  Currently she serves on the Dis-

trict Committee on Ordained Ministry, the Confer-

ence Children’s Ministry Team and the Conference 

Commission on Evangelism.  In her local church, 

she serves as Administrative Council Chairperson, 

Worship Chairperson, President of the United 

Methodist Women and she Co-Chairs the coordina-

tion of an Ecumenical Vacation Bible School in her 

community.  

 

M i s s i o n  u  C o u r s e s  a n d  I n s t r u c t o r s  
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Nancy Hudson worked 

as a middle school 

teacher for thirty-three 

years and is now an 

adjunct professor at 

Georgia College and 

State University in the 

MAT education pro-

gram.  She is a member 

and music director of 

Centreville UMC in Centreville, Georgia.  Nancy 

served on the South Georgia conference as co-

chair of the local arrangements committee for 

annual conference for 2013, as the lay leader 

for the Macon District, and is a past director of 

the Women’s Division and the General Board of 

Global Ministries. She currently serves as the 

Vice President of the South Georgia United Meth-

odist Women and is president of her local UMW 

unit in Centreville, GA. 

Nancy and her husband Leon have been married 

six years and have a blended family of ten grand-

children. 
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THE ROMA OF EUROPE 

Geographical Study 

 

The Roma are the single largest minority group in Eu-

rope.  This study will introduce us to the Roma, with an 

emphasis on Eastern Europe.  We will explore their his-

tory, delve into the ways they are treated I contempo-

rary European culture, introduce their lifestyle and spir-

ituality, and investigate ways the church and other or 

other organizations are working alongside them.  It will 

be an eye-opening journey that will, hopefully, offer a 

greater understanding of the Roma and opportunities 

for response and advocacy. 

 

Instructors are Ruth Ann Powers and Sue C. Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POVERTY 

Issue Study 

 
Our Christian faith invites each of us and our faith com-

munity to become agents of God’s compassion and 

healing in a wounded world.  Poverty is a human rights 

issue with grave impact on women and children.  This 

mission study on poverty is designed to help partici-

pants recognize and claim for themselves the connec-

tions between Scripture, church tradition, compassion 

for the poor, social outreach and justice. 

 

 

 

Rev. Bob Sweet was born 

and raised in Kingsport, TN 

where he grew up in the 

United Methodist Church. He 

graduated from high school 

in 1971, earned a BS de-

gree from the U.S. Naval 

Academy, graduating in 

1975. After graduation it 

was off to Naval Air Station, 

Pensacola, Florida for naval 

flight training. He earned his 

“Wings of Gold” as a Navy 

Pilot in 1976 and began what would become a career 

in the Navy. He retired from the naval service in 1994. 

In January 1995, he enrolled in seminary at the Can-

dler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, 

Georgia, and graduated 1997 earning a Master of Di-

vinity degree. After graduation he was appointed as the 

associate pastor of the Destin United Methodist 

Church where he served for two years. In 1999 he was 

ordained an elder in the Alabama West Florida Confer-

ence and was appointed to the Bethel United Method-

ist Church in Ozark, AL where he served for four years. 

Rev. Sweet is serving in his tenth year as the founding 

pastor of Providence United Methodist Church in Span-

ish Fort, AL which was chartered on July 13, 2003. Bob 

has been married to Rhoda for 36 years. They have 

three children and three granddaughters. Bob enjoys 

reading, college football (especially Tennessee foot-

ball), cycling, hunting and fishing. 

 

 

M i s s i o n  u  C o u r s e s  a n d  I n s t r u c t o r s  
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MIGRATION  

(Youth Study) 

 

This study is a Christian perspective on the issues sur-

rounding migration and immigration both today and 

historically.  Youth will learn about the Christian’s faith-

ful responsibility to welcome the stranger among us 

and to treat all people well. 

 

Eliese McAllister 

Eliese is a wife, mother, children's minister, Group Pub-

lishing Ambassador who also directs a youth puppet 

ministry.  She is an example of God getting you where 

He wants you one way or the other.  She longed to be a 

school teacher all of her life, but at the time she gradu-

ated from High School she was discouraged from going 

into education.  Women were being encouraged to go 

into either engineering or a business field, so she re-

ceived a degree in Business management and worked 

in the business world for about 15 years while volun-

teering very heavily at Christ UMC.  In 1994 she was 

hired as the children's minister at Christ UMC in Mo-

bile, AL where she started her first puppet ministry with 

youth called "The Cloth Disciples".  She very quickly 

learned that she loved being with the youth almost as 

much as the children, and that a ministry that shares 

God love with others also grows leaders.  She has since 

continued to minister through puppetry beginning "The 

Agape Hands" at Spanish Fort and "J.C.'s Construction 

Company" at Dauphin Way.  She deans an elementary 

camp at Blue Lake each summer and serves on the 

Board of Trustees and is very involved in programming 

at Blue Lake.  Her heart is for everyone to have a per-

sonal relationship with Christ and to serve Him joyfully 

as they share God's love with others.  She is very excit-

ed about leading and experiencing the Migration study 

with the youth on August 3rd, as part of the Mission u.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     MUSIC          MUSIC           MUSIC 

 

The music for this event will be out of this world.  You 

will learn new songs and review familiar ones.  Our two 

outstanding musicians will keep us dancing and learn-

ing during numerous opportunities.  We are extremely 

fortunate to have this caliber leadership so let’s all 

take advantage of the learning opportunities they af-

ford.  If you plan to use the music presented during the 

school please make sure you follow the copyright laws. 

 

Cris Smith is part of the Ala-

bama West-Florida Conference 

family.  He is the son of Rever-

end Curtis Smith, and the 

brother of Baypines District 

Superintendent, Dr. Cory 

Smith.  Cris has had the privi-

lege to share his love for music 

throughout our conference.  As 

a student at the University of 

South Alabama, he directed a 

Wesley Foundation ensemble.  

After college, he traveled and co-directed Word Record-

ing artists, The Miracles Choir, an outreach of The Bad-

dour Center which was established by the Southeast 

Jurisdiction in Senatobia, MS. Cris now directs the mu-

sic ministry at First United Methodist Church in Bay 

Minette and is the Associate Director of the Annual 

Fund at the University of South Alabama. 

 

 

 
Paulette Clark will also 

be assisting with the 

music. 

M i s s i o n  u  C o u r s e s  a n d  I n s t r u c t o r s  
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 HAVE YOU READ . . . 

 

This will be 

Remembered of her 

 

Wm. B Eerdmans Pub-

lishing Co 

 

 

In This Will be Remem-

bered of Her, 

three strands – stories 

from Scripture, 

stories of select women 

from around 

the globe and stories 

from religious, 

folk and wisdom tradi-

tions 

worldwide – are woven 

into one 

strong braid showing 

how life can be 

made more compelling, 

communal 

and just for all people. In 

the end 

the book asks: How will 

you be 

remembered? 

 

 

 2013 PROGRAM RESOURCES 

Greetings! This year is almost half gone.  It's time for you to check your books that 

you have read and finish your reading for the year.  I will have books at the Mission 

u event August 1-4 in Mobile.  You don't want to miss this opportunity to visit beau-

tiful Spring Hill College and the great Mission studies that will be offered, so get 

that registration in.  For those who are interested in "Who Is Roma?" the May Re-

sponse has some great articles on this.  I will have some of the May Response for 

sale. See you there.  

 

I should have the new Handbooks available this time.  I have called and was told 

they are to come in some time in June.  If you would like me to order for your Dis-

trict, please e-mail me at moutlaw200@centurytel.net and give me a number and I 

will get them for you to pick up at Mission u.  

 
In HIS Service, 

Margie Outlaw 

Secretary of Program Resources 

Be a reading pro! 

ALERT! . . . Are you a Subscriber?  
 

You too can become informed of Alabama-West Florida Conference United 

Methodist Women events and/or activities by subscribing to the alert today. 

 

Send your name and address to Susan West, 635 Country Club Drive, Ozark, 

Alabama 36360. Enclose a $ 4.00 check, made payable to Alabama-West Flor-

ida Conference United Methodist Women. You may receive a copy of the ALERT 

free by email. Email susanwest234@yahoo.com with your request and you will 

be added to our email list. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:moutlaw200@centurytel.net
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MISSION EDUCATION 

Date EVENT 

February 22-23 Tapestry Retreat, Bay Minette FUMC 

April 19-21 Spiritual Enrichment Retreat, Blue Lake 

 

June 28-29 Executive Meeting, Blue Lake 

October 11 District Officer Leadership Training, Blue Lake 

October 12 AWF UMW Conference Annual Meeting, Blue Lake 

All District Presidents and Education & Interpretation Coordinators be sure that each unit 
in your district has the information concerning the Mission u Event 2013. The date is Au-
gust 1-4, 2013, at Springhill College in Mobile, Alabama. The Mission u Event registration 
form, health form and the information flyer can be found on our website www.gbgm-
umc.org/awfconfumw. Thank you to Vera Moore, website manager for doing such a won-
derful job. 
 
The Mission u study topics:  
 1. Spiritual Growth, Living Sacramentally and Walking Justly 
 2. Social Issue, Poverty  
 3. Geographic, The Roma of Europe. 
 
You will be able to take two mission study classes. The study books are available from UMW Mission Resource 
Center at www.umwmissionresources.org and from Margie Outlaw, Secretary for Program Resources at 
moutlaw200@centurytel.net. Remember, we can count the reading of the study books as part of our reading pro-
gram.  
 
Three adult scholarships available for Mission u are the Lib Claridy Scholarship, Don Brill Scholarship and Nell 
Chance Scholarship. To apply, the criteria and the forms may be found on our website or contact any Alabama-
West Florida United Methodist Women officer or Margie Miller at margiem@fairpoint.net. There is also a Youth 
Scholarship available. 
 
The May 2013 Response Magazine is a must for the study of the Roma of Europe. The articles and photos ex-
plain “Who are the Roma?” 
• 
Make plans now to attend Mission u 2013 and support Lynn Hamric, Dean of Mission u, Harry Hodges, Associate 
Dean and Betty Helms, President. The Mission u team is working for this event to be a wonderful success. 
Springhill is a beautiful college and has a lot of history that is important to all United Methodist Women. 
 

God Bless, 

Margie Miller 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

margiem@fairpoint.net or call 850-229-6502   

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/awfconfumw
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/awfconfumw
http://www.umwmissionresources.org


An Alabama-West Florida 
Mission u Event 

 
August 1-4, 2013 

 
Spring Hill College 
Mobile, Alabama 

Mission studies include the following: 
 
 ●   Living Sacramentally &  
                Walking Justly 
 ●   The Roma of Europe 
 ●   Poverty 
 ●   Migration (Youth Study) 

Registration Information 
You may register online or print and 
mail your registration forms.   Rooms 
will not be reserved until payment is 
received in full.   
 

Registration Deadline 
July 22, 2013 
 

Registration online  
Visit www.awfumc.org/missionu to  
register online utilizing PayPal or 
check.   
 

Registration by mail 
Registration forms can be printed at 
http://www.gbgm-
umc.org/awfconfumw/ 
 
Mail your completed form with full 
payment to Registrar, c/o Hacker, 
1403A South Hull St, Montgomery, AL 
36104.  Make checks payable to 
AWFCSCM.   
 

Registration Questions 
Questions can be directed to 
334.834.9613 or 
school.registrar@yahoo.com.   

Youth Study (ages 13-16) 

Special One Day Study on Saturday 

Migration 
Leader:  Eliese McAllister 

A Christian perspective on the issues sur-

rounding migration and immigration both 

today and historically. Youth will learn 

about the Christian’s faithful responsibil-

ity to welcome the stranger among us and 

to treat all people well. 

 

Mission u Music  

The Team:  Cris Smith and Paulette Clark 

The music will be out of this world.  We’ll 

revisit songs we know and learn a few 

new ones. 

Fun Extras 

 Informative panel discussion led by area 

experts from various agencies on Immi-

gration and Migration causes, issues, 

and suggested assistance methods. 

 Movie night for watching films related to 

the topics of our studies. 

 Resource center on site for study books, 

supplemental materials, reading pro-

gram books, DVDs, etc.  Materials can 

also be ordered by calling Mission Re-

sources at 1-800-305-9857 or visiting 

www.umwmissionresources.org.   

Sponsors: 
 

United Methodist Women  
 

Conference Board of  
Global Ministries  

 
Conference Board of 

Church & Society  

http://www.awfumc.org/missionu�
mailto:school.registrar@yahoo.com�
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/�


 

Spiritual Growth Study 

The Call:  Living Sacramentally, 

Walking Justly 
Leaders:  Brenda Brown and Nancy Hudson 

This study is a “how-to-manual” for  

anyone interested in deepening their  

spirituality and engagement in mission.  

The study explores spiritual personhood 

which is inseparable from engagement in 

social action and being in community.  This 

study is about spiritual formation and the 

culture of calling in light of John Wesley’s 

two-fold thrust on “personal holiness” and 

“spiritual holiness.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographical Study 

The Roma of Europe 
Leaders:  Ruth Ann Powers and Sue C. Johnson 

The Roma are the single largest minority group in 

Europe.  This study will introduce us to the Roma, 

with an emphasis on Eastern Europe.  We will 

explore their history, delve into the ways they 

are treated in contemporary European culture, 

introduce their lifestyle and spirituality , and  

investigate ways the church and other organiza-

tions are working alongside them.  It will be an 

eye-opening journey that will, hopefully, offer a 

greater understanding of the Roma and  

opportunities for response and advocacy. 

Issue Study 

Poverty 
Leader:  Bob Sweet 

Our Christian faith invites each of us and 

our faith community to become agents of 

God’s compassion and healing in a 

wounded world.  Poverty is a human 

rights issue with grave impact on women 

and children.  This mission study on  

poverty is designed to help participants  

recognize and claim for themselves the 

connections between Scripture, church  

tradition, compassion for the poor, social 

outreach and justice. 

 

 



2013 Alabama-West Florida Conference Mission u Event Registration 
August 1-4, 2013 

 
Deadline for registration is July 22, 2013.  Registration can be completed by mail or online at www.awfumc.org/missionu.  
Paypal is available for payment of online registrations.  Rooms will not be reserved until payment is received in full.  If 
registering by mail, send this completed form with full payment to Registrar, c/o Hacker, 1403A South Hull St, 
Montgomery, AL 36104.  Make checks payable to AWFCSCM.  Questions can be directed to 334.834.9613 or 
school.registrar@yahoo.com.   
 
Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone  _______________________________ Cell __________________________________ 
 
Email  _____________________________________ District  _______________________________ 
 
Please check all that apply: 
   Female       Male       Clergy       Lay      CEU Credit 

 
  Conference/District Officer & Position  __________________________________________ 

 
  Need assistance traveling/moving around the campus 

 
If dining on campus, list special needs (dietary, physical, access, etc.) of participants and attach to 
this form.   
 

Adult Study Course Registration (Thursday PM until Sunday PM):  please indicate 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd choices.  Participating youth will automatically be registered for the Migration study. 
 
 _______ Living Sacramentally and Walking Justly  

 _______ The Roma of Europe 

 _______ Poverty 

 

Basic Registration Fees:  Commuting includes registration fee and lunches and dinners ONLY.  Staying on 
Campus includes registration fee, basic bed linens and towels with roommate, and ALL meals.  A $10 late fee will be 
added for those registering after July 22, 2013.  Youth must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.  Youth staying with 
parents for the full school should register for full school rates and listed as the roommate for the adult.  Please provide 
roommate’s name, if applicable.   
 
Roommate Name  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Full School Package:  Includes two mission study classes from Thurs evening until Sun lunch 
    Staying on Campus with roommate = $196  
    Staying on Campus with no roommate = $301 
    Commuting = $60.50 
 Youth Package:  For ages 13-16 includes one mission study on Saturday. 

 Staying on Campus with roommate for 1 night = $85  (  Friday or  Saturday) 
 Staying on Campus with roommate for 2 nights (Friday AND Saturday) = $120.00 
 Commuting = $29.50 

Flip to other side for Health Form

http://www.awfumc.org/missionu
mailto:school.registrar@yahoo.com


Health Form 
Authorization for Emergency Medical Treatment Form 

 
Name  ___________________________________________  DOB __________________________________ 
 
Physician’s Name         ______________________________________  Phone # ______________________ 
 
Health Insurance Company  ________________________________  Policy#  _________________________ 
 
Allergies to medications  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Current medications  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
In the event of an emergency, contact:  
 
Name  ___________________________ Relation  __________________  Phone# _______________  
 
Name  ___________________________ Relation  __________________  Phone# _______________  
 
In the event emergency medical aid/treatment is required due to illness or injury during my stay at a UMW 
event, I authorize AL/WF UMW to:  

1. Secure and retain medical treatment and transportation if needed.  
2. Release my health information to the authorized individual or agency involved in the medical 

emergency treatment.  
3. I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The 

United Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act 
or failure to act during a medical emergency.  

 
Date  _______________  Consent Signature  ________________________________________________  
 
Consent Plan  
This authorization includes x-ray, surgery, hospitalization, medication and any treatment procedure deemed 
“life saving” by the physician. This provision will only be invoked if the person(s) above is unable to be reached. 
I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United 
Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act or failure to act 
during a medical emergency.  
 
Date  _______________  Consent Signature  ________________________________________________  
 
Non-Consent Plan  
I DO NOT give my consent for emergency medical treatment/aid in the cases of illness or injury. In the event 
emergency treatment/aid is required, I wish the following procedures to take place:  
______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United 
Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any act or failure to act 
during a medical emergency.  
 
Date  _______________  Consent Signature  ________________________________________________  
 
Date  _______________  Witness Signature  ________________________________________________  
 


