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At a recent meeting of leading clergy and laypersons in our conference, Rev. Neil McDavid asked the group what 

aspect of our theology made each member most thankful for being a Methodist. The overwhelming answer:  Grace!  

 

Undoubtedly, most, if not all of those present, were well schooled in John Wesley’s doctrine of prevenient, 

justifying, and sanctifying grace—a belief at the heart of Methodism.  

 

How crucial is Wesley’s understanding of grace to United Methodists? In Wesley’s eyes, these graces define who 

we believe our God is, who we believe we are, and what our God wants us and helps us to become.  

 

That’s why our 2014 UMM Advance theme will be “Amazing Graces: How Sweet the Sound.” Make plans to be 

with us at Blue Lake on Friday evening and Saturday morning, April 11-12, to hear more about what God plans for 

us to be, how God provides a means for us to dedicate our lives to His purpose, and how God guides us toward that 

purpose.   

 

Three great speakers—led by Bishop Paul Leeland—will lead us in a prayerful examination of God’s grace and its 

meaning for our lives. First, an Alabama district attorney (a prosecuting attorney), Walt Merrill, will convict us all 

of failing to recognize how God charges us in His Word to be his disciples. Then Greg Litton, a former major 

league baseball player and now a motivational speaker, will offer his personal testimony of God’s saving or 

justifying grace. And then Bishop Leeland will call us to move on toward perfection as he preaches on 

sanctification.  

 

Cost for the Advance ranges from $15 to $95, depending on your age, length of stay, and room request.  All men 

under 36 may come for half price if they share a room with another participant.  Brochures will be available 

soon on our UMM page (awfumc.org/page/detail/127) and at district offices. Brochures will be mailed to all those 

who have attended the Advance in the past and to local UMM officers and churches.  

 

Make your plans now to advance in your knowledge, your service, and your love of God at our annual UMM 

Advance at Blue Lake on April 11-12. 

    

********************************************** 

 

Each year, the conference president of UMM is asked to file a report of his conference’s activities. Below is the 

report filed by John Croft, your outgoing president, for 2013, made at the Southeastern Jurisdiction UMM 

meeting in November. 

 

The United Methodist Men of the Alabama-West Florida Conference have endeavored to discern the will of God in 

their lives through programs of spiritual development and missions during 2013. 

 

At our yearly Advance, we heard Dr. Eddie Fox, the director of World Evangelism for Methodism, speak about 

Wesleyan theology, the history of our church, and the future of Methodism in the world. Attendance was up, 

reversing a two-year trend, and attendees reported a strong sense of spiritual renewal and understanding of what it 

means to be a Methodist.  
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Our support of Blue Lake Assembly, our conference campground, continues as we attempt to replace the aging 

bunk beds in two of the three campgrounds. We have raised the necessary funds and have built half of the new 

beds. With the help of two groups of NOMADS, we hope to celebrate the completion of the project at our April 

2014 Advance. Blue Lake leaders are already identifying new projects for us in the future. 

 

Our Upper Room Living Prayer ministry continues to be a central piece in our spiritual development and mission 

work. Under Chuck Christian’s leadership, we have been the top conference in giving to the Upper Room in two of 

the last three years. This year, we have given $3,000 to the ministry. In addition to supporting this vital ministry 

with our gifts, we have tried to establish new prayer groups to answer the prayer line. 

 

One of the greatest challenges we encountered this year has been in the Scouting program. The decision by the Boy 

Scouts of America to admit Scouts without regard to their sexual orientation—made two weeks before our annual 

conference—sent a wave of questions, misinformation, and resistance to Scouting through our conference. Vaughn 

Nichols, our conference scouting coordinator, used the communiqués from national Scouting coordinator Larry 

Coppock and reactions from our district coordinators and local Scouters to compose a recommendation which he 

presented to our conference Board of Laity in a pre-annual conference meeting. The group unanimously accepted 

the proposal, which was presented as part of the UMM report at annual conference. It consisted of four main points: 

1) UMM did not endorse the BSA proposal; 2) BSA did not vote to admit homosexual adults; 3) the decision to 

continue or begin sponsoring a Scouting unit is a decision to be made solely at the local church level; and 4) the 

leaders of the UMM Scouting ministry in the Alabama-West Florida Conference recommended that local churches 

continue their sponsorship and strive to make our faith a more active and relevant part of the Scouting program by 

pursuing the Bishop’s Award of Excellence.  Also at annual conference, during our laity banquet, we honored Eagle 

scout Tim Gulledge, who attended the national jamboree, went snow skiing, and is the drum major of his high 

school band. In addition to being an honor student and the son of a United Methodist minister, he is blind. Tim was 

our keynote speaker at the banquet and was later featured in UMM Magazine. He inspired us by stating that he has 

found that by the time you have listed all the reasons you cannot do something, you have had time to do it. 

 

In other UMM activity, six of our men attended the national gathering in Nashville, and as a result of participation 

in programs there, we are exploring the possibility of assembling PET vehicles at our Advance. Our emphasis on 

training continues as we had two men’s ministry specialists consecrated at our NACP meeting in Nashville. A third 

MMS could not attend but is at work in the conference. In addition, we celebrated the addition of another scouting 

ministry specialist—Allen Dunham—who is one of the few men to have been designated both an MMS and an 

SMS. We have created a new position at the conference level, the coordinator of leadership and training, to make 

use of Allen’s expertise. And we have elected new leadership for the future: Frank Moore, president; Arthur 

Frazier, vice-president; Dennis Brisolara, prayer advocate; and Chuck Christian, EMS coordinator.  

 

Finally, we rejoice in the work of our local units whose ministries are too varied to list. At annual conference, we 

recognized one UMM leader who, because of his work in building over 100 wheelchair ramps and exemplifying the 

love of Christ in his small town, was named citizen of the year by the local chamber of commerce. The headline in 

his local weekly paper over a picture of him receiving the award read simply, “’God helped me.’” Thanks be to God 

for His help. 

 

Prayerfully submitted, 

John Croft, UMM President 
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