
 

Scouting Ministry highlights Conference Laity Banquet 

  
 

 

 

  

 
(pictured top row – left hand side) Andalusia FUMC pastor Tim Trent receives the Bishop's Award of Excellence from 

 Bishop Leeland for his church's work with its Cub Scout pack 

 

(pictured top row – right hand side) Citronelle UMC pastor Kathy Knight accepts the Bishop's Award of Excellence from  

 Bishop Leeland for her church's work with their Scouting unit 

 

(pictured second row – left hand side) Gulf Breeze UMC scouters receive two Bishop's Awards of Excellence for their work  

 with their troop and pack 
 

(pictured second row – right hand side) Boy Scout Dalton Stacks of Dothan received the Good Samaritan Award at annual  

 conference for his Eagle project. Dalton collected 8600 pairs of jeans which Habitat for Humanity will shred for  

 insulation. The jeans will insulate 17 Habitat houses. Pictured at the presentation during the laity banquet are conference  

 scouting coordinator Vaughn Nichols; Bishop Paul Leeland; Dalton; his mother and step-father; and Dothan FUMC pastor  

 Jim Sanders 

 

Celebrate Americans’ Courage on 9/11 
This year, the tenth anniversary of 9/11--a day filled not only with tragedy but also with great acts of heroism--

falls on a Sunday. How will your church commemorate the sacrifices and courage of American servicemen, 

police, firefighters and civilians?  UMM has a suggestion. 



 

Since 1942, UMM has printed Strength for Service, a daily devotional booklet with 365 meditations. Over 

445,000 copies have been placed in the hands of soldiers, sailors, airmen, police and firefighters. But millions of 

men and women who serve us daily have never seen nor heard of Strength of Service. 

 

What can your church do to put this powerful booklet in the hands of those who serve us?  UMM is sponsoring 

a nationwide drive to raise money to print and distribute these booklets as well as send copies to your church for 

you to distribute among your local police and firefighters. 

 

To find the full details, call the GCUMM in Nashville at 866-297-4312 and ask for the Strength for Service 

promotional kit. UMM has a brochure with information on how your church and UMM unit can participate and 

receive 20 copies of Strength of Service for every $200 you contribute. (Do not order from Cokesbury. They 

are not participating in the campaign.)  

     

Mark your calendar for April 20-21, 

UMM Annual Advance at Blue Lake! 
 

 

Moore to bring more to Dothan District 

 
The Alabama-West Florida Conference is pleased to announce that Frank Moore of 

Daleville, Alabama, is the new president of the Dothan District. Frank, who served as 

superintendent of schools in Daleville, is a former president of Lions International and a 

longtime leader in his local church, community, and county. He can be reached at 

frank@jfmoore.org. Frank looks forward to serving the UMM units and men of the Dothan 

District. 

 

The conference is still looking for district presidents in the Marianna-Panama City and Demopolis districts. 

 

 

Blue Lake work impacts summer camp program 

 
Blue Lake campers may not know who did it, but the work of UMM improved their camping experiences this 

summer. Campers at Pinewood benefited from the new fluorescent lights in their cabins, screens over the 

windows in their gym, and repaired doors in the gym and Lane Educational Building. What they probably did 

not notice were new gables on the main building and Lane Building, the absence of brush on the main lawn, and 

freshly washed cabin exteriors—all courtesy of UMM. 

 

Perhaps the best story of the summer came from Sunshine Camp, an annual camp for physically and/or mentally 

challenged adults. UMM provided a wheelchair ramp off the Pinewood front porch and eight concrete benches 

at the vesper point for these campers who have mobility problems. On the first evening, at vespers, the campers 

discovered the benches, and everybody wanted to sit on them. Camp counselors said the campers learned a 

valuable lesson by having to scrunch up a bit and share, but every camper had a place on the new benches. 

 

mailto:frank@jfmoore.org


Blue Lake is currently planning to honor the volunteers who worked on April 2 and 16 as well as those units 

who supported their efforts with gifts. The tentative date for the luncheon to celebrate their work is Saturday, 

January 21. In addition, the UMM-Blue Lake planning committee will meet in the early fall to set three more 

work dates and compile a list of projects from which local units may choose. Look for details in an upcoming 

newsletter. 

 

Your stewardship at work 
 

Since April, UMM of the conference have contributed $1,600 to national projects of UMM. In April, we gave 

$400 to Stop Hunger Now, a world mission program which provides food for the hungry. The donation is part 

of an effort to raise $10,000 for a special project taking place at the World United Methodist Conference in 

Durban, South Africa, this month. Each of the 52 conferences in the nation was asked to give $200, but AWFC 

gave twice that amount because some conferences would not be able to participate. 

 

We also purchased a $200 paver  to be placed at the GCUMM building in Nashville. The money will be used to 

support the day-to-day work of the agency. The brick will bear the inscription “Alabama-West Florida United 

Methodist Men.” 

 

In July, we sent $1,000 to the Upper Room Living Prayer Center in support of their national prayer line. Last 

year, we gave $4,000, the highest amount of any conference. Each year, the Upper Room asks each conference 

for $1,000. 

 

Where do those funds come from? From you. Each year, the conference and district officers use the proceeds 

from the annual advance, our share of EMS and charter funds, and donations from units and individuals to 

support these projects. Want to know more about what GCUMM does? Go to their website, gcumm.org, and 

read the quarterly Methodist Men Magazine. 

 

Last year our conference was third among the 52 conferences in new units with an increase of 12 and fourth 

among conferences in new EMS members with an increase of 14. This year we have a way to go before we can 

match last year’s totals. Ten units—Monroeville, Marion, Jackson Chapel, Highland Park, Slocomb, Springhill 

Avenue, Summerville, Trinity of Phenix City, Prattville and Wesley Memorial of Pensacola—have not renewed 

their charters, according to our latest report from Nashville. We have 113 EMS members at this time with ten 

from last year who not renewed. If your unit has not renewed, look at the UMM website (gcumm.org) to find 

out how you can do so. If you want to learn more about EMS, look there too. If you need further information, 

contact John Croft at 334-222-3523 or johnboy.andycable.com. 

 

UMM makes a difference for UMCH 
 

It may have been hot, but United Methodist bats were still swinging in Fairhope in June. The annual softball 

tournament in Daphne sponsored by the Fairhope UMC raised over $3,440 for the United Methodist Children’s 

Home. Ozark took home the championship trophy this year. Any church with a softball team can participate in 

the tournament held each June. Look for details about next year’s tourney in a future newsletter. It’s a great way 

to have a good time and support one of our conference’s greatest ministries. 

   

  


