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 CELEBRATE 

 

 Call to the 40th Annual 
Meeting of the United 

Methodist Women of the 
Alabama West Florida 

Conference.  

Annual Day and District Officer Update 

October 19-20, 2012 

Last year Annual Day was great, and we all had fun with pom-poms 

and winners dancing around in celebration.  This year we also plan 

to have a great time.  This meeting we will say “good by” to out go-

ing Conference officers and “hello” to our new officer and we have a 

great speaker, Inelda González, see page 5 for more information 

on her. 

 You are going to enjoy this year’s annual day and again we want 

you to be loud in support of your District.  Last year we had color 

coded pom poms and if you still have them bring them and any oth-

er noise makers.  We have worked hard to ensure all have a great 

time.  

This is a great day to come and bring someone that has never been 

to Blue Lake. Invite your ladies not in UMW and tell them to bring 

their daughters.  Every one is invited! Young Ladies age 6-12 are 

also welcome to the 2nd Annual Day. There theme will be "The 

Tree Of Life". Come and join in the fun. There will be singing, 

crafts, and special entertainment.  

One  Friday night, Oct 19th there will be a wonderful workshop led 

by Inelda followed by Conference Officer updates with their        

District Officer counterparts.  Everyone is invited to attend the 

workshop, please come and bring a friend.    

LET’S HAVE FUN—SEE YOU THERE! 



From the Desk of the President  

We all know that our Annual Meeting is a time when we as United Methodist 
Women CELEBRATE! We delight in all of the hard work and successful events 
held throughout the year. Annual Meeting is more than a business meeting.  It 
is a time of gathering again at Blue Lake for worship, renewal, and fellowship; 
and yes, business. 

The 2012 Annual Meeting theme is “All Things Made New”.  You will hear from 

our keynote speaker, Inelda González, Former President of Women’s Division.  Inelda will also lead 

us in a workshop on Friday night.  You will not want to miss hearing her.  
 

Wesley Morris, Music Leader from Millbrook United Methodist Church, will provide music, and 
Nancy Carlsen from Monroeville United Methodist Church will be our pianist.  Also we will have 
Amazing Grace, a liturgical dance troupe from Toulminville-Warren St., United Methodist Church 
in Mobile to help us celebrate this time of accomplishment.  WOW! What a line up!  

The  Friday night workshop is for anyone wishing to attend, followed by district officers having the 
opportunity to spend some time with their conference counterpart. Then. on Saturday morning we 
will begin with our opening Parade of Banners Ceremony before proceeding to our “must do”     
business session. Information and reports will be intertwined into our other activities.  We will hear 
from the four National agencies supported by our mission giving on Saturday.   

Change is all around us.  Our Purpose will remain the same and that gives reason to stay focused. 
Women’s division has made some adjustments and we will be making changes as we go along as 
well. General Conference approved United Methodist Women Nationally as an                                  
autonomous organization within the United Methodist Church.  Our official name is now United 
Methodist Women, Inc. Conference, District, and Local Units will have more flexibility to organize 
in a way that will meet their needs.  This will benefit smaller units. Instead of struggling to fill many 
offices, a smaller structure can include only:  

 Someone to convene meetings (President or Chairperson) 

 Someone to handle finances (Treasurer) 

 Someone to keep records (Secretary) 

Each of these changes is optional. You can select what works best for your unit or district.              
Remember this is all OPTIONAL! 

This process will take time. No less today than in earlier times, the future of United Methodist 
Women rests on our ability to organize around the needs of women, children, and youth.  Even 
though we know change is an opportunity for growth, change often seems chaotic and uncertain.  
And it’s OK to feel that way.  But, we must remember: 

 Our Message never changes 

 And our Mission never changes! 

Because Our God never changes. 
 

DON’T LOOK BACK; WE’RE NOT GOING THAT WAY! 
 

Betty Helms 
AL/WFL President 



Report of the Treasurer  
 ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PROPOSED 2013 BUDGET 

District Administration & Membership Development Funds                                                                                  $18,000 

Alert Printing & Mailing                                                                                                                                                  $1,000 

Audit                                                                                                                                                                                     $800 

Conference Directory                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         $150 

Conference Assembly/Jurisdiction Scholarship                                                                                                             $300 

President to other Meetings                                                                                                                                             $200 

Officer Expenses                                                                                                                                                                $700 

 Program Committee Expenses                                                                                                                                   $17,500 

                Spiritual Enrichment Retreat                           $6,000 

                U.M.W. Expenses to Mission u                         $4,000 

                District Leadership Development                      $500 

                Annual Meeting                                                  $6,000 

                Additional Event                                                $1,000 

Executive Committee Meetings                                                                                                                                     $5,500 

Leadership Development Training                                                                                                                                $2,000 

Jurisdiction/Assembly Travel                                                                                                                                        $2,000 

Mission u Budget offering                                                                                                                                              $2,800 

*A & MD Funds to Jurisdiction (1% of pledge)                                                                                                           $1,262 

Alabama Arise Dues                                                                                                                                                           $300 

Church Women United of Alabama                                                                                                                             $75.00 

Church Women United of Florida                                                                                                                                       $25 

World Federation of Women                                                                                                                                               $25 

Florida Impact                                                                                                                                                                     $100 

Gift to Mission & Gift in Memory Cards                                                                                                                          $100 

Retiring Officer Pins                                                                                                                                                          $140 

Stationary & other miscellaneous expenses                                                                                                                  $400 

Contingency Fund                                                                                                                                                           $52.82 

TOTAL         $53,429.82 

2013 ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE PLEDGE                       $126,200 

Note: The formula for determining the total amount the conference budget can be each year is based on the total pledge 

amount collected the previous year multiplied by 35% plus Administration & Membership Development Funds contributed 

from the local units. For example we contributed $126,675.12 in 2011 – multiply that by 35% = $44,336.29 add the unit 

contributions to A&MD of $9,093.53 which comes to a total of $53,429.82.  Therefore our 2013 budget of $53,429.82 is 

balanced with our income.     

*Administration & Membership Development Fund to Jurisdiction is 1% of the total Pledge. 

New changes for 2013 

1.  Conference Treasurer will distribute $100.00 to each district from the excess of Tapestry from previous 
year for scholarship for non-UMW women to attend the upcoming year’s event. 

2.  This coming year, each district will be allowed to choose your mission fund-raising project from the        
following: a. Ribbons; b. Pennies for mission; c. Your change can change a life; d. Praise pig or  e. Candle 
burning.   

More information will be forthcoming in our Winter Issue of the Alert  or you can contact your  district     
president or treasurer.  Remember that all monies collected will be for Mission Giving according to our     
purpose.    Kathy McQuagge, Conference Treasurer 



 United Methodist Women Announces 2013-2016 

Board of Directors 

 

July 16, 2012 

As a new quadrennial begins for the one hundred year-old United Methodist Women, its outgoing leader-
ship is offering an enthusiastic welcome of new elected leadership for the 2013-2016Board of Directors. 
 
“United Methodist Women has always been a community of women, but it has also been a community with 
great leaders,” said Harriett Olson, top executive with United Methodist Women. “Our outgoing board 
made historic decisions … I am grateful for every member who served and most especially for the way they 
brought their dreams, concerns and questions … that guided the organization up to and through the Gen-
eral Conference approval of our joint plan with the  General Board of Global Ministries.” 

New Board Structure, Size 

Since General Conference’s action in May 2012, UMW is organizing as an independent agency of The  
United Methodist Church with a modified board structure to meet the changing needs of women organized 
for mission. 
 
The board now consists of 25 members (from 50) and is responsible for managing the organization’s      
program policies, finances, property and its top executive staff person. Twenty members were elected 
through jurisdictional channels and five through a nominations process to ensure diversity of age, race, 
language, physical ability and working status.  
 
In addition to the board, the new leadership structure includes the Program Advisory Group, which pro-
vides representation from each of the Annual Conferences and from 6 other general agencies: regional mis-
sionaries, deaconesses, home missioners, the World Federation of        Methodist, and Uniting Church 
Women. This Group gives voice from the membership directly   into the working programs and initiatives 
of the organization and provides new connection across the denomination. 

 

Clara Ester, currently  Conference Mission Coordinator for Social Action, was selected to serve on the new 
Program Advisory Committee for United Methodist Women, Inc. At the Southeastern Jurisdiction United 
Methodist Women's meeting in Birmingham, AL  on June  1-2, 2012 . 

Clara was a nominee from our conference for election to the Board of Directors, for United Methodist 
Women, Inc.  And as such if not elected and a conference did not have a Women's Division                        
Director elected one of their nominees was asked to serve on the Program Advisory Committee.  Clara was 
selected from our conference.  Part of Clara's responsibilities will be    working to develop exciting, relevant 
programming for all United Methodist Women. She will be a ex-offico officer on our conference mission 
team. With Clara's discernment and guidance we will benefit greatly from her expertise. 

 She is a United Methodist Deaconess and a former director of Dumas Wesley Center in Mobile. 

Congratulations! Clara.  We look forward to working with you in your new and exciting position.  Go make 

us proud. 

 

 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/press/item/index.cfm?id=876


 
 

 Leadership Training Event—For District and Conference Officers 

Annual Conference— For anyone—bring you daughters and your friends 

Leadership Training Event–Oct 19 

Annual Conference—Oct 20 

Blue Lake 

  Annual Day Speaker “That all May Have Life” 

  Inelda González is a life-long Methodist and member of Lyford First United 

Methodist Church.  She was the President of Women’s Division for the term 

2008-2012; Chairperson of Women’s Division Executive Committee, Policy 

Committee, Personnel Committee, and Administrative Committee; 2011     

delegate to World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women in 

South Africa.  Director – Women’s Division for the term 2004-2008; Executive Committee;        

Finance Committee, Chair – Mission Opportunities (Call to Prayer); member of Audit Committee; 

National Ministries Committee; Deaconess Committee member – Vice Chair; 2006 delegate to 

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women in Korea.   At the UMW local level she 

has served as the  President, Vice President, Coordinator of Program Resources, and Coordinator 

of Financial Interpretation.    

 

Dear UMW Sisters, 

I am just returning from this year's School of Missions and what a wonderful school it was!  The studies on 

"Poverty", "Immigration and the Bible" and "Haiti" were amazing, eye-opening, and inspiring. We had 

some youth from Gulf Breeze who attended the "Hope for Haiti" youth study and left energized and ready 

to go to work for mission. Plan on attending one of these studies in your district if you didn't get an          

opportunity to attend.  Betty, Lynn and the rest of the planning team did a great job.  Huntingdon College 

is beautiful and the accommodations were great. I hope you will plan to join us next year for                       

another Mission u (New name for School of Christian Mission) and bring a friend or two along with the 

youth and children from your church.   

Our next conference wide event is Annual Day on October 20 with Officer Training the evening before 

along with an extra special workshop hosted by Inelda González, former President of Women's Division or 

UMW, Inc., as it is now called. I think we will all be in for a blessing. I know when I heard her speak in St 

Louis, Missouri at Leadership Training Event and again at Assembly, I was truly blessed. Registration is 

now open, and you can save $5.00 off your registration if you register by September 15th. Registration 

forms are  available on the UMW website and included in this edition of the Alert.  If you have any ques-

tions, you can always contact me at s.share13@gmail.com or 251-654-5256. Mark your calendar because I 

am looking forward to seeing each of you in October.  

Be in prayer for your conference and district UMW officers. We all need your prayers as we take office;    

continue our role; or are ending our time in office. You will have an opportunity to meet and get to know all 

the current and newly elected officers at Annual Day. Take a moment to let them know you are praying for 

them and supporting them.  Love in Christ, Sheila Hare 



 

Mission Education 

 

 Conference Leadership Training , October 19, Blue Lake.                        

                                                  Conference  Annual Day Meeting, October 20, Blue Lake.  

It is so important for all District E & I Coordinators to make contact with District Presidents and all 

E & I Coordinators in each unit.  Please make sure that you inform them again of the deadline for 

Local Unit Mission Today  Report form that should be turned in to District E & I Coordinator by 

September 1.You should all have a pamphlet that goes with the form.  There is a reporting form for 

Mission Today Units that the E & I Coordinator for each District should complete and return to the 

Conference E & I Coordinator by September 10.   

Mission Study Report breakdown for each unit also needs to be turned in to the Conference E & I by 

September 10. Please make an effort to complete these forms so your District can receive credit on 

Annual Day.  All forms are needed by the deadlines so the results can be printed in the program for 

Annual Day. Looking forward to being with District E & I on Friday, October 19 for our time           

together. The sharing was great last year, so please be ready to share with our group. See you at Blue 

Lake.  

 If you have questions, my email is margiem@fairpoint.net , or phone 850-229-

6502.                          God Bless, Margie Miller, E & I Coordinator  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Ladies, don’t forget to bring your shawls to        
Annual Day.  We will place them on the stage and 
have them blessed.  The prayer shawls  will be 
given to Dumas Wesley Community Center, Open 
Door Community House, The Vashti Center and 
United Community Centers, Inc.  These agencies 
will be a part of our Annual Day Festivities. They 
are just four out of the 100 National Mission     
Institutions we support with our mission giving. 

  

mailto:margiem@fairpoint.net


Spiritual Growth 

The fellowship, the joy and learning that took place at the Spiritual       

Enrichment Retreat at Blue Lake on March 24-26, 2012 was truly       

wonderful.  God was certainly there with us.  I am sure that those of us 

that attended truly experienced spiritual growth as well as the joy of see-

ing and learning to respond to the needs of others.  Dr. Rev. Laura Early from Aulander, North Car-

olina did a superb job as our main presenter for the theme “Friendship and Faith”.  I have never 

seen a more beautiful Communion Service, and this is one I will never forget.  The Optional           

Activities and Focus Groups were also awesome.  If you missed the Spiritual Enrichment Retreat 

this year, begin making plans now to attend next year. Our 2013 retreat will be April 19th thru 

20th.  Harriett Jane Olson, Deputy General Secretary for United Methodist Women, Inc, will be our 

leader.  You will not want to miss this event! 
 

In His Service 

Georgette T. Griffith 

PROGRAM RESOURCES NEWS….It is hard to believe this year is almost over.  Our last event for the 
year is just around the corner.  United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting will be Oct 19-20 at Blue Lake 
Methodist Assembly Grounds.     Program books, Prayer Calendars, Mission Study Books and Reading Pro-

gram Books will be available as well as lots of free material.   

THE READING PROGRAM LEADS TO ACTION 

The Reading Program   encourages members to think critically about current issues 
through an  annual   selection of member-reviewed books. It is an excellent           
opportunity to deepen your spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our 
mission work.  

The book “Sold” was quite an eye opener for me.  If you have not read it, I suggest 
you do. It is one of the   Social Action Category selections.  Told in a series of   

haunting vignettes.  “Sold” is a harrowing account of sexual slavery. Alternating imagery with precise detail, 
McCormick gives voice to the terror and bewilderment of a young girl robbed of her childhood but who find 
the strength to triumph.  

Remember we have five categories this year as well as reading Response Magazine to get the  #1 category. 
They are: Education for Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, Spiritual Growth and Leadership 
Development. 

You might want to consider signing up for the United Methodist Women Sampler Subscription.  This $35 
yearly subscription is more convenient than ever!  Your Sampler Subscription will include:  

Spiritual Growth Study Book; Program Book; Prayer Calendar; Date Book; Updated Women’s Division      
literature and resources. 

You can order by visiting the Mission Resource Center website: www.missionresourcecenter.org  or by     
calling 1-800-305-9857.  If you have questions you can contact me at moutlaw200@centurytel.net or by 
phone: 334-299-6877.                        

In HIS Service,    Margie Outlaw       

 



Report of the Committee on Nominations 

 

2013-2014 Term 

 

President....................................................................................................................... Betty Helms         

 

 

Secretary ........................................................................................................................ Sheila Hare 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator ..................................................................................... Susan West 

 

 

Coordinator of Education & Interpretation ............................................................... Margie Miller 

 

 

 

Coordinator of Social Action ................................................................................. Martha Sanborn 

 

2013 One year term 

 

Coordinator of Membership Nurture and Outreach ....................................... Cheryl Mothershed 

 

Committee on Nominations 

 

Sharmon Morris ............................................................................................................... Class of 2013 

 

Charla Gresham .............................................................................................................. Class of 2016 

 

Nettie Lang ...................................................................................................................... Class of 2016 

 

Lynn Hamric ..................................................................................................................... Class of 2016 



  

UMW National Supported Agencies 

The 2012 AL-West Florida Conference Annual Day is highlighting four of our 

UMW national supported agencies.  They are Dumas Wesley Community  

Center of Mobile, AL; Open Door Community House of Columbus, GA; The 

Vashti Center of Thomasville, GA; and United Community Centers, Inc. of 

Birmingham, AL. 

Dumas Wesley Community Center: The mission of the Dumas Wesley Community 

Center of Mobile, Alabama is to EDUCATE, EMPOWER and ENRICH the local community through 

collaborative programs of Christian service that: provide for immediate human needs, strengthen 

family life, develop leadership and encourage personal responsibility.  The website is 

www.dumaswesley.org. 

Open Door Community House:  The mission of Open Door Community House, Inc. is to 

work in partnership with other area service providers to meet basic needs and to empower low    

income individuals to realize their full potential as children of God.  Open Door Community House 

offers opportunities for spiritual growth, establishes relationships with individuals and families in 

need, and works cooperatively with other area service agencies to bring about reconciliation in the 

lives of people in the community.  The website is www.odch.org. 

The Vashti Center:  The center is a ministry of the United Methodist Church and a mission of 

the United Methodist Women.  In 1903, Annie Heath, a Methodist missionary, recognized a need 

for a home and guidance for young “orphan, needy and dependent girls” in the Thomasville,     

Georgia area.  Vashti has been a place of miracles for 100 plus years.  Today this non-profit organi-

zation offeris a continuum of care for children in need which includes: RBWO (boys & girls) ages 6 

thru 17; Bishop Hall Charter School serving at risk children from grades 9 through 12; Clinic Ser-

vices - Psychiatric and Nursing assessments - individual, group and family therapies with group 

skills training; and Community Service - ages 5 thru 17 which offers Intensive Family/Individual            

Intervention and Community Support .  The website is www.vashti.org. 

United Community Centers, Inc.:  The center is located in the Riley neighborhood of 

southwest Birmingham, Alabama.  It is a non-profit organization designed to enhance the quality of 

life through human services to children, youth and senior adults and families by providing holistic 

programs that foster a sense of well being in all individuals, to develop leaders for tomorrow, and 

create a compassionate atmosphere for all individuals within the community.  The website is 

www.unitedcommunitycentersbham.org . 

Please plan on joining us for the 2012 Conference Annual Day on October 20th and learn more 

about these agencies.  Also, remember we are asking members from our eight districts to bring 

Prayer Shawls to be divided among these four agencies. 

 
In HIS Service, Pat Dodge, Vice President 

http://www.dumaswesley.org
http://www.odch.org
http://www.vashti.org
http://www.unitedcommunitycentersbham.org


Alert 

ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER?  
 

You, too, can become informed of Alabama-West Florida 

Conference United Methodist Women events and/or     

activities by subscribing to the Alert today. 

Send your name and address to Barbara Henning, 2055 

Henning Lane, Marianna, FL 32448. Enclose a $3.00 

check, made payable to Alabama-West Florida Conference 

United Methodist Women. You may receive a copy of the 

Alert free by email. Email bjhenning@embarqmail.com 

with your request and you will be added to our email list. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Alert is a publication of the  

Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Women 

 

Tapestry 2013 – Rejoice! 
Mark your calendars and make plans to join us for Tapestry 2013, sponsored by 

the Alabama West Florida Conference United Methodist Women and hosted by 

the Baypines District United Methodist Women.   This event is geared to         

encourage women who are not currently members of a local unit or circle.  Tapestry 2013 will be held on   

Friday, Feb. 21 and Saturday, Feb. 22 at Bay Minette First United Methodist Church, Bay Minette, AL.  
 

Our Keynote Speaker will be Dr. Jan Love, Dean of the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  Great Focus Groups are  planned which will include:  Chrismons – Monograms of Christ 

* Container Gardening & Other Tips from a Master Gardener * SOcial MEdia Is SO ME! * Food & 

Faith * De-Stress/Pamper Yourself * Making a House a Home * Aging Voices/Ageless Spirits *   

Simple Legal Documents Everyone Needs.  Each attendee may attend two focus groups.  We’ll have 

great food, entertainment, and fellowship!  Registration forms will be available at Annual Day at 

Blue Lake in October and on-line on the Alabama-West Florida UMW website in a few weeks. This 

event is geared to encourage women who are not currently members of a local unit or circle to      

attend.  

NOTE: Local Unit Presidents—The Conference Officers voted in July to stop sending a free copy 

of the Alert newsletters to Local Unit Presidents with e-mail addresses.  This will start with the 

January 2013 Alert.   Local Unit Presidents without e-mail will continue to get a free hard copy.  



Barb's Notes 

 Ladies, it has been two years since I started doing the Alert and I have loved doing this.  

I have been offered a chance to go back to my district and serve in a leadership role 

there, so this will be my last Alert.   In my first Alert I said my goal for this newsletter 

was for it to be easily readable, well-organized and informative. I wanted to report news items of 

interest to the local UMW units, as well as district and conference members. I wanted to include 

articles written and directed to all members. Finally, I wanted to use photographs and articles to 

make the newsletter more enjoyable.  I will let you each decide if I met these goals.  Thru this   

newsletter, I have gotten to know many of you, and I cherish each of you.   

I would like to thank Elizabeth Bell who proofed the Alert for me each time and both she and Mary 

Jo Morton printed this for me when I did not have the time.  These are special UMW friends that I 

especially love.  Barb 

Discernment Event for United Methodists 

God is calling.  

You have the opportunity to pause, listen and respond to God’s call. This fall, local United Methodist laity 
will explore God’s invitation to become a deaconess or home missioner at a special event in Florida. 

This discernment event in Pensacola, Florida from October 5-7, 2012 will allow laypersons of the United 
Methodist Church who are living in nearby Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Georgia to gather 
and learn whether the deaconess or home missioner calling is for them. (In December, United Methodists 
in the North Carolina area will be able to attend a similar discernment event and events will be held at an-
nual conferences throughout the United States in 2013.) 

Deaconesses, who are laywomen, and home missioners, who are laymen, are called by God to a vocation 
serving with those who are marginalized and in need in the world today.  

This lay community responds to the call of God and is sent forth by the United Methodist Church to full-
time ministries of love, justice and service. 

Space is limited, so please respond as soon as possible to God’s call by completing the attached application. 
Deadline for the application is August 25, 2012. Applicants will receive confirmation of their acceptance via 
email August 29, 2012. 

If you would like more information about this event or forthcoming events in other annual conferences, or 
simply to learn more about becoming a deaconess or home missioner, please email Deaconess Becky Louter 
at deaconess@unitedmethodistwomen.org) or Home Missioner Scott Vickery at                                           
svickery@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

Offices of Deaconess, Home Missioner and Home Missionary 
Women’s Division, General Board of Glo 
475 Riverside Drive, Rm 1505 
New York, NY  10115 
212-870-3850 
deaconess@gbgm-umc.og 
 



 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.”  John 3:16

2012 Calendar of Events 

Date Event 

Jun 1-2 

 

Southeastern Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 

Jun 3-6 South Atlantic Regional School   

Aug 2-5  Cooperative School of Christian Mission 

Oct 19 District Officer Leadership Updates  

Oct 20 Annual Conference  

Nov 11 UMW Sunday 

Alabama/West Florida United Methodist Women 
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Barbara J. Henning 

2055 Henning Lane 

Marianna, FL 32448 
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