
 
 
Can anyone come to Jesus in a computer lab? 
(Martha Rovira) 
 
You bet! This is precisely what is happening in St. John UMC, in Mobile, where 3 
congregations are worshipping God: St. John, The Grace Place, El Lugar de Gracia.  
A year or so ago, a computer lab was started and English is being taught via Rosetta 
Stone software installed in eleven computers. This is a free, community service and 
people of all walks of life, mostly unchurched and unbelievers, come to learn English.  
 
God works in miraculous ways - many folks have accepted Jesus after attending these lab 
sessions. Irving Santos and his wife, Yolanda, are present in the lab and share the Gospel 
very briefly in between sessions. There’s no need for a “physical teacher”, the Rosetta 
Stone software is the tutor; each student has a login number and works at his/her own 
pace and background of English. The Santos are there on Tuesday and Thursdays, from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM, to monitor and help students log in the first time. But most importantly, 
they are there to share God’s word and to fan the flame of the Holy Spirit in people’s 
lives. 
 
What a great example of your apportionment dollars at work! Your tithes and offerings 
towards Hispanic-Latino Ministries in our Conference have made this possible: 11 
computers and 42 Rosetta Stone licenses for 3 levels –basic, intermediate and advanced, 
were acquired and Mark Doggett, an IT volunteer in The Grace Place and in charge of the 
media on Sunday services at The Grace Place, identified computers at a special discount, 
mounted the lab and installed the software. Mark is always available to troubleshoot, over 
the phone or in person. Rev. Bill Curtin is the Senior Pastor at The Grace Place and St. 
John United Methodist Church in Mobile, Alabama; Bill is also Irving Santos’ mentor. 
Irving is pastoring the El Lugar de Gracia congregation. 
 
Another similar computer lab will be starting, shortly, in St. Andrews UMC in Pensacola 
Fla. If you need additional information, call 251-975-7575 or come to visit us in St. John 
UMC, located at 6215 Overlook Rd. Mobile AL 36618. God is good, all the time! 


