
Reading the Gospels During Lent 

 

In our church, we have read and studied the synoptic gospels during Lent in preparation for 

Easter. I have been struck by four startling aspects I encountered in all three stories of the life of 

Jesus: 

 First, how Jesus pitied and loved the great crowds and healed the afflicted 

again and again throughout his ministry 

 Second, how Jesus willingly went to Jerusalem knowing that he would meet a gruesome 

death; he surely knew how agonizing crucifixion was, for he must have seen the public 

spectacle designed to deter people from crossing authorities 

 Third, how Peter, the “Rock” among the disciples, denied Christ when challenged 

 Fourth, how we are like Peter, but Jesus, after all he has done for us, still forgives us and 

continues to love us when we have failed to live for him. 

I cannot say that these were revelations. I had noted them before, but not in such stark contrast. 

I saw our master’s courage and our cowardice, our master’s love for an afflicted world and our 

love of only ourselves, and our master’s willingness to forgive us and trust us despite our 

failures. In this holy time, I pray that God will grant me the courage to ask forgiveness and turn 

from my cowardly self-love to be his servant and friend. 

 

Oops! The Case of the Disappearing Letters 

  

In January, we mailed 200 letters to local UMM units and UMW units—or at least we thought 

we did--but we have heard from only three of you. Of course, it could have been that the  letter 

reached you, but you decided not to respond. But we don’t think that’s the case. Why? Because 

the letters were requests for support for the Upper Room Prayer Line Ministry, a national 

program sponsored by UMM. Last year, you as well as  UMW units and some churches in our 

conference responded by sending over $4,000 to keep UMM answering the phones for the 

30,000 people who call monthly. This year, we have received three checks for $250. That tells 

us that we just didn’t get the letter out to you. We just can’t believe that the conference that 

raised the most money for the Upper Room last year decided that intercessory prayer is not 

important any more.  

 

That’s why we’re sending you the letter now as part of this newsletter. We ask that your unit 

prayerfully consider responding to the letter so that at annual conference on June 7, we can 

announce that we were once again at the top of the support list for this great ministry. Here’s the 

letter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear UMM President: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank your unit for supporting the 

Upper Room Prayer Ministry in 2010 with your generous contribution. Our conference 

surpassed all other conferences by raising over $4,000. 

 

If you have not contributed in the past, your unit has another opportunity as I am asking 

each UMM unit to please give a gift of $50 to $100. Please make your check out to the 

AWFC UMM, put “Upper Room” on the memo line, and mail it to Carroll Mullis,UMM 

Conference Treasurer, 405 College Street, Andalusia, AL 26420. 

 

In His Service, 

Chuck Christian, UMM Conference Prayer Advocate 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Their Handiwork Looks a Whole Lot Better than They Do 

 
 

Taking a break from their labors are many of the men and youth who came to Blue Lake for the 

first annual UMM work day on Saturday, April 2. Youth from Woodbine UMC in Pace and the 

men from seven churches posed on the wheelchair ramp built at Pinewood. Men pressure 

washed cabins, replaced light fixtures, covered the windows in the Pinewood gym with 

protective screens, fixed and replaced faulty doors, cleared brush, and set eight benches at the 

Pinewood vesper point for physically challenged campers. Among the group were men from 

Crestview, Point Washington, Gulf Shores, Woodbine, Brewton, Evergreen, and Andalusia. 

Two weeks later, a UMM group from Rosinton painted the interior of a Pinewood cabin. And 

Cokesbury of Pensacola could not come but sent a check to support the work.  

 

 

 

 

Hardy Men Applying Hardiboard 

 

 

UMM from Woodbine spent two full 

days at Blue Lake recovering the gables 

on the main Pinewood building and the 

John Lane Building. On Saturday, they 

brought their youth group to attack the 

unwanted brush in the Pinewood camp. 

 

 

 



 

 

Brewton Boys Work Their Magic 

 
 

A crew from Brewton FUMC completes a wheelchair ramp at the front porch of Pinewood for 

physically challenged campers. In the past two years, this unit has built 15 such ramps as part of 

their ministry. 

 

 

Helping Others Enjoy Worship 

 

 

A group of workers from several 

churches lay out templates in 

preparation for placing one of eight 

concrete benches at the Pinewood 

vesper point. Not only will 

physically challenged campers be 

able to sit on these, but they will 

also display their decorated tiles on 

the benches as part of a lasting 

record of their Blue Lake 

experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 



Does Your Unit Want to Help at Blue Lake? 

 

There are still plenty of opportunities to come to Blue Lake and support its ministry. For more 

information, go to the Blue Lake web site and click on the volunteer link on the home page or 

email John Croft at johnboy@andycable.com. 

 

 

Can You Hear Us Now? 

 

This is the fourth edition of our newsletter, which we hope is connecting you with other UMM 

units throughout the conference. Jan Hinnen of Gulf Shores has graciously volunteered to 

handle our emailing list of 220 names and addresses. We hope to do three things with this 

newsletter this year: increase the mailing to 1,000 UMM by the end of the year, give the 

newsletter a more professional and readable look, and feature the work and news of local units 

and districts.  

 

You can help by forwarding this email newsletter to all your members with email addresses. If 

you don’t have a list, start one. And you can notify us of UMM activities. We want to know 

what you are doing so we can join your ministry—with our hands, our gifts, or our prayers. We 

have over 100 men’s groups in this conference, but we don’t keep in touch so that we can work 

together to bring God’s kingdom to earth. Together we can be so much more effective as we 

seek to transform the world. 
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